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philosophy, and politics. Central to Enlightenment thought were the 
use and the celebration of reason, the power by which man understands 
the universe and improves his own condition. The goals of rational 
man were considered to be knowledge, freedom and happiness. . . . 



The power 

and uses of reason had first been explored by the philosophers of 
ancient Greece, who discerned in the ordered regularity of nature 
the workings of an intelligent mind. Rome adopted and preserved much 
of Greek culture, notably including the ideas of a rational natural 
order and natural law. Amid the turmoil of empire, however, a new 
concern arose for personal salvation, and the way was paved for the 
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triumph of the Christian religion. Christian thinkers gradually 
found uses for their Greco-Roman heritage. The system of thought 
known as scholasticism, culminating in the work of Thomas Aquinas, 
resurrected reason as a tool of understanding but subordinated it 
to spiritual revelation and the revealed truths of Christianity. . 

The intellectual and political edifice of Christianity, 
seemingly impregnable in the European Middle Ages [q. v.], fell in 
turn to the assaults made on it by humanism [q. v., Glossary of 
Scholarly Terms], the Renaissance, and the Protestant Reformation. 
Humanism [q. v., Glossary of Scholarly Terms] bred the experimental 
science of Francis Bacon, Nicolaus Copernicus, and Galileo and the 
mathematical rigour of Rene Descartes, G. W. Leibniz, and Sir Isaac 
Newton. The Renaissance rediscovered much of classical culture and 
revived the notion of man as a creative being while the Reformation, 
more directly but in the long run no less effectively, challenged 
the monolithic authority of the Roman Catholic church. For Luther 
as for Bacon or Descartes, the way to truth lay in the application 
of human reason. Received authority, whether of Ptolemy in the 
sciences or of the church in the matters of the spirit, was to be 
subject to the probings of unfettered minds. . . . The successful 
application of reason to any question depended on its correct 
application - on the development of a methodology of reasoning that 
would serve as its own guarantee of validity. Such a methodology was 
most spectacularly achieved in the sciences and [in] mathematics, 
where the logics of induction and deduction made possible the 
creation of a sweeping new cosmology. The success of Newton, in 
particular, in capturing in a few mathematical equations the laws 
that govern the motions of the planets gave great impetus to a 
growing faith in man ' s capacity to attain knowledge. At the same 
time, the idea of the universe as a mechanism governed by a few simple 
(and discoverable) laws had a subversive effect on the concepts of 
a personal God and individual salvation that were central to 
Christianity. . . . Inevitably, the method of reason was applied to 
religion itself. The product of a search for a 
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natural - rational - religion was deism, which, although never an 
organised cult or movement, conflicted with Christianity for two 
centuries, especially in England and France. For the deist a very 
few religious truths sufficed, and they were truths [which were] 
felt to be manifest to all rational beings: the existence of one God, 
often conceived as architect or mechanician, the existence of a 
system of rewards and punishments administered by that God, and the 
obligation of men to virtue and piety. Beyond the natural religion 
of the deists lay the more radical products of the application of 
reason to religion: skepticism, atheism, and materialism [q. v.]. 

. The Enlightenment produced the first modern secularised 
theories of psychology and ethics. John Locke conceived of the human 
mind as being at birth a tabula rasa, a blank slate on which 
experience wrote freely and boldly, creating the individual 
character according to the individual experience of the world. 
Supposed innate qualities, such as goodness or original sin, had no 
reality. In a darker vein, Thomas Hobbes [q. v.] portrayed man as 
moved solely by considerations of his own pleasure and pain. The 
notion of man as neither good nor bad but [as] interested principally 
in survival and [in] the maximisation of his own pleasure led to 
radical political theories. Where the state had once been viewed as 
an earthly approximation of an eternal order, with the city of man 
modeled on the city of God, now it came to be seen as a mutually 
beneficial arrangement among men aimed at protecting the natural 
rights and [the] self-interest of each. . . . The idea of society 
as a social contract, however, contrasted sharply with the realities 
of actual societies. Thus the Enlightenment became critical, 
reforming, and eventually revolutionary. Locke and Jeremy Bentham 
in England, Jean-Jacques Rousseau [q. v.], Montesquieu and Voltaire 
[q. v.] in France, and Thomas Jefferson in America all contributed 
to an evolving critique of the arbitrary, authoritarian state and 
to sketching the outline of a higher form of social organisation, 
based on natural rights and functioning as apolitical democracy. 
Such powerful ideas found expression as reform in England and as 
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revolution in France and America. . . . The Enlightenment expired 
as the victim of its own excesses. The more rarefied the religion 
of the deists became, the less it offered those who sought solace 
or salvation. The celebration of abstract reason provoked contrary 
spirits to begin exploring the world of sensation and emotion in the 
cultural movement known as Romanticism. The Reign of Terror that 
followed the French Revolution [g. v.] severely tested the belief 
that man could govern himself. The high optimism that marked much 
of Enlightenment thought, however, survived as one of the movement ' s_ 
most enduring legacies: the belief that human history is a record 
of general progress . (McHenry, Robert, editor, The New Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago, Illinois, 1992, 
Micropasdia, Volume Four, page 504, columns one and two) 

Eros ... in Greek mythology, boy-god of love . . . son of . . . 
Aphrodite [ q. v. ] , and armed with bow and arrows ; he fell in love with 
. . . Psyche. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 

Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 430, column three) 

Estates . . . see Three Estates. 

Eteocles . . . Son of Oedipus [g. v.] and Jocasta [g. v.] . After his 
father ' s flight from Thebes [g. v.], he and his brother Polynices 

[g. v.] undertook the government of the city; but disputes having 
arisen between them, Polynices [g. v.] fled to Adrastus [g. v.], who 
then brough about the expedition of the Seven against Thebes [g. v. ] . 
Eteocles and Polynices [g. v.] perished in single combat. . . . 

(Blakeney, E. H. , editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by William 
Smith, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 213) 

Eumenides . . . (kindly ones) or Semnai (revered ones) , deities 
worshipped at the foot of the Areopagus at Athens [g. v. ] , at Colonus 
and even outside Attica. Their cult was similar to that of Ge 
(Earth) , and they were probably pre-Hellenic spirits concerned 
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mostly with fertility; but the fact that they came to have certain 
moral and social functions caused them to be wrongly identified, at 
least from the time of Aeschylus [q. v. ] ... , with the Erinyes, 
from whom their name must be considered [to be] a euphemism. 
(Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman 7 s Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons 
Ltd, London, 1978, volume four, page 702, column one) 

Euripides . . . 484 . . . [to] . . . 407 bc. Greek dramatist. His 
influence on later drama was probably more important than either of 
the two other great tragedians . . . Aeschylus [q. v.] and Sophocles 
[q. v. ] . [As a] realist, he was bitterly attacked for his unorthodox 
' impiety ' and sympathy for the despised: slaves, beggars, and women. 
His plays reflect his concern with individual passions and [with] 
social issues, [in that they] deal with ordinary people rather than 
[with] the idealised heroes and [with such] higher principles 
[which] were felt at the time to be appropriate subjects for tragedy. 
He went into voluntary exile from Athens to Macedonia at the end of 
his life. He wrote more than . . . [eighty] . . . plays, of which 
. . . [nineteen] . . . survive ...[;]... the most famous . . 
. [are] . . . : Alcestis [of] 438 bc, Medea [of] 431, Andromache [of] 
420, Trojan Women [of] 415, Electra [of] 413, Iphigenia in Tauris 
[of] 413, Iphigenia in Aulis [of] 405, Bacchae [of] 405. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 4 35, column three) 

Eurydice ... in Greek legend, wife of Orpheus. She was bitten by 
a serpent while fleeing from Aristaeus. Orpheus descended to Hades 
[q. v.] after her, and with his music [he] persuaded Pluto to let 
her follow him back to the upper world, on condition that he did not 
once look behind him; but he did, and Eurydice was snatched from him 
again. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman ' s Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent 
& Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume four, page 730, columns one and two) 

Foucault . . . Michel [,] 1926 . . . [to] . . . 1984. French 
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philosopher, one of the generation that came to maturity in the 1950s 
. . . and who rejected . . . phenomenology and . . . existentialism. 
His work is concerned with how forms of knowledge and forms of human 
subjectivity are constructed by specific institutions and 
practices, and [it] is largely historical in character. Foucault was 
deeply influenced by . . . Nietzsche [g. v.] , and [he] developed a 
novel analysis of the operation of power in modern society [ , in which 
he] us [ed] . . . Nietzschean [g. v., Glossary of Scholarly Terms] 
concepts. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 473, column two) 

France . . . see French Revolution. 

French Revolution . . . the forcible abolition of the Ancien 
Regime [ Vs q. v. ] ' old order of things ' (feudalism [q. v., Glossary 
of Scholarly Terms] and absolute monarchy) [in the period from] 1789 
. . . [to] . . . [17]99. . . . 1789 5 May [ : T]he States General (an 
assembly of the three ' estates . . . , [ ' g. v. ] . . . ) met at 
Versailles, bent on establishing a new constitution; 17 Jun[e:] 
National Assembly formed by the Third Estate . . . ; 14 Jul[y] . . 
. Bastille was taken by the mob when . . . Louis XVI [g. v.] attempted 
repressive moves .... 1791 20 Jun[e: F] light of the royal family 
to Varennes; 14 Sept [ember:] Louis, brought back as a prisoner, 
accepted the new constitution. . . . 1792 20 Apr[il: W] ar declared 
on Austria, which threatened to suppress the revolution; 10 
Aug[ust:] royal palace stormed by the French mob; 21 Sept [ember:] 
First Republic proclaimed. . . . 1793 21 Jan[uary:] Louis XVI [q. 
v.] executed; 2 Jun[e:] overthrow of the moderate . . . Girondists 
by the . . . Jacobins; rule of the dictatorial Committee of Public 
Safety; 5 Sept [ember:] the mass executions of the . . . Terror began. 
. . . 1794 27 Jul[y:] (9 Thermidor under the Revolutionary calendar) 
fall of Robespierre and end of the Terror; the Directory (a body of 
five directors) established to hold a middle course between Royalism 
and Jacobinism. It ruled until . . . Napoleon seized power in 1799. 
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(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 
London, 1988, page 485, column one) 

Galton . . . Francis [,] 1822 . . . [to] . . . 1911. [A] British 
scientist . . . [who was] born in Birmingham, England. After 
discovering the existence of . . . anticylcones , he turned from 
metereology to [the] study [of] the inheritance of physical and 
mental attributes in humans. He traced family trees and ' proved ' 
that genius was inherited . . . and [that it] was concentrated in 
the British. He was an advocate of . . . eugenics. (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
494, column three) 

Gargaphie 

Ghezzis ... A term given to caricaturists. Count Pierleone Ghezzi 
(1674 - 1755) was a Roman painter and engraver of caricatures who 

was well known in Lessing ' s [g. v.] time. (McCormick, Edward Allen, 

translator, Laocoon: An Essay on the Limits of Painting and Poetry 
[by] Gotthold Ephraim Lessing [g. v.], The Johns Hopkins Press, 

Baltimore, Maryland, 1984, page thirteen) 

Goethe . . . Johann Wolf gang von [, ] 1749 . . . [to] . . . 1832. [The] 
German poet, novelist, and dramatist, [who is] generally considered 
[to be] the founder of modern German literature. [He was b]orn at 
Frankf urt-am-Main, [and] he went on to study law. He was inspired 
by Shakespeare, to whom he was introduced by . . . Herder, to write 
the play Gotz von Berlichingen [which was published in] 1773, and 
[he] became the leader of the romatic [g. v., Glossary of Scholarly 
Terms] . His works include the autobiographical The Sorrows of the 
Young Nerther [of] 1774, which made him a European figure, and his 
masterpiece [, ] the poetic play Faust [of] 1808, [for which he] 
completed ... a second part in 1831. He was prime minister at the 
court of Weimar [from] 1775 . . . [to] . . . [ 17 ] 85 . A visit to Italy 
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[from] 1786 . . . [to] . . . [17] 88 inspired the classical dramas 
Iphigenie auf Tauris [of] 1787 and Tasso [of] 1790. Also memorable 
are the Wilhelm Meister novels [, which he wrote between] 1796 . . 
. [and] . . . 1829. He was a friend of . . . Schiller. Many of his 
lyrics were set to music. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 519, columns one and 
two) 

Goldmann 
Gothic 

Greek Tragedy 

Hades ... in Greek mythology, the underworld where the spirits of 
the departed went after death, usually depicted as a cavern or [a] 
pit underneat the earth. It was presided over by the god Hades or 
. . . Pluto .... He was the brother of Zeus [q. v. ] , and [he] married 
. . . Persephone, [who was] the daughter of Demeter and Zeus [g. v.] . 
She was allowed to return to the upper world for part of the year, 
[in order to] bring . . . spring with her. The entrance to Hades was 
guarded by the three-headed dog . . . Cerberus .... Tartarus was 
the section where the wicked were punished, for example Tantalus [q. 
v.]. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 544, column two) 

Haemon . . . Son of Creon [q. v.] of Thebes [g. v.], [who] was in 
love with Antigone [q. v. ] . . . and killed himself on hearing that 
she was condemend by his father to be entombed alive . . . . (Blakeney, 
E. H., editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by William Smith, J. 

M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 239) 

Hegel . . . Georg Wilhelm Friedrich[,] 1770 [ ]-[ ]1831. German 
philosopher, author of The Phenomenology of Spirit [(]1807[)], 
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Encyclopaedia of the Philosophical Sciences [(]1817[)], and 

Philosophy of Right [(]1821[)] . He was professor of philosophy at 
Heidelberg [from] 1817 . . . [to] . . . [18] 18, and at Berlin [from] 
1818 . . . [to] . . . [18] 31. Hegel conceived of consciousness and 
the external object as forming a unity ... in which neither factor 
can exist independently. Mind and nature are two abstractions of one 
indivisible whole. Thus the world is the unfolding and expression 
of one all-embracing absolute idea, an organism constantly 
developing by its own internal necessity so as to become the gradual 
embodiment of reason. Each system by its own development brings 
about its opposite ( [that is, its] antithesis) , and finally a higher 
synthesis unifies and embodies both. As a rightist Hegel championed 
religion, the Prussian State and the existing order, but leftist 
followers [(who] include Marx [ ) ] . . . used Hegel ' s dialectic to 
attempt to show the inevitability of radical change, and [they] 
attacked both religion and social order. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 560, 
columns one and two) 

Hellas 

Henri Comte de Saint-Simon . . . see Saint-Simon. 
Hypsipyle 

Hobbes . . . Thomas [,] 1588 . . . [to] . . . 1679. [An] English 
political philosopher, [who was] tutor to the exiled Prince Charles. 
[He was t]he first thinker since Aristotle [q. v. ] . . . [who] . . 

attempt [ed] to develope a comprehenisve theory of nature, 
including human behaviour. His political thinking was much 
influenced by the anarchic age in which he lived [,] and he is best 
remembered for The Leviathan [of] 1651, in which he advocates 
absolutist government as the only means of ensuring order and 
security. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
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Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 575, column one) 

Homer . . . (fl. . . . [ninth] or . . . [eighth] . . . century bc?, 
Ionia?), presumed author of the Iliad [q. v.] and [the] Odyssey [q. 
v.], the two greatest epic poems of ancient Greece 



Virtually nothing 

is known about the life of Homer. Scholars generally agree, however, 
that he was probably an Ionian who lived in the . . . [ninth] . . 
. or . . . [the eight] . . . century bc. In the judg[e]ment of most 
modern scholars, he composed (but porbably [he] did not literally 
write) the Iliad [q. v.], most likely relying on oral traditions, 
and he at least inspired the composition of the Odyssey [g. v.]. 
Ancient Greeks esteemed these epics as symbols of Hellenistic unity 
and heroism and as sources of moral and practical instructions. 
Since that time the Iliad [g. v.] and [the] Odyssey [g. v.] have had 
a profound influence on Western literature [, ] and [they] have been 
translated into modern languages countless times. Their value lies 
chiefly in the poetry itself, which often moves from sublime 
passages dealing with gods and heroic exploits to passages 
expressing deep human emotion. (McHenry, Robert, editor, The New 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1992, Micropedia, Volume Six, page twenty four, column 
three) 

Hyale 

Household Lares . . . see Lares. 
Isis 

Ismene . . . daughter of Oedipus [g. v.] and Jocasta [g. v.], and 
sister of Antigone [g. v.]. . . . (Blakeney, E. H., editor, A Smaller 
Classical Dictionary by William Smith, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 
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1910, page 285) 

Jena . . . Battle of, also called Battle of Jena-Auerstadt (Oct[ober] 
. . . 14, 1806), military engagement of the Napoleonic Wars, fought 
between 122,000 French troops and 114,000 Prussians and Saxons, at 
Jena and [at] Auerstadt, in Saxony (modern Germany) . In the battle, 
Napoleon smashed the outdated Prussian army [which he had] inherited 
from Frederick II the Great, . . . [and this] . . . resulted in the 
reduction of Prussia to half its former size at the Treaty of Tilsit 
in July 1807. . . . Frederick William III of Prussia prepared for 
war after signing a secret alliance with Russia in July 1806. In 
early October the Prussian-Saxon army, under Charles William 
Ferdinand, duke of Brunswick, moved slowly westward through Saxony 
in an attempt to threaten Napoleon ' s communications to the west. 
Napoleon advanced northward rapidly through the eastern end of the 
Thuringian Forest to cut the Prussians off from the the Elbe River 
and [to] engage them before their Russian allies could join them. 
The Prussians had to face about to meet this attack from their rear. 
Frederick William III placed 63,000 men under Duke Charles William 
Ferdinand at Auerstadt and about 51,000 under Prince Friedrich 
Ludwig of Hohenlohe-Ingelf ingen on a . . . [fifteen] . . . mile ( 
. . . [twenty four] . . . kilometre) front between Weimar and Jena. 
. . . Shortly after dawn on October 14, Napoleon, employing only 
about 54,000 of his 96,000 troops, struck Friedrich Ludwig ' s 38,000 
troops at Jena. By 3[:00] pm he had swept them and . . . [thirteen 
thousand] . . . reinforcements from the field. About . . . [thirteen] 
. . . miles ( . . . [twenty one] . . . k [ ilo] m [etres ] ) to the north, 
at Auerstadt, the secondary French force of 26,000, under 
Louis-Nicolas Davout, encountered Charles William Ferdinand ' s main 
Prussian army. The duke dissipated his vastly superior strength in 
piecemeal attacks, enabling Davout to stand firm for six hours. 
After the duke was mortally wounded, Frederick William III took 
command. The Prussians ' attack slackened when they heard the news 
of the French victory at Jena. Davout moved up his artillery to rake 
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the entire Prussian line, and by 4[:00] pm the Prussian army had 
disintegrated. Davout was later made Duke d ' Auerstadt for his 
extraordinary victory. The double victory of the French cost them 
about . . . [twelve thousand] . . . casualties to about 24, 000 
Prussian and Saxon casualties and about . . . [twenty thousand] . 
. . more captured. Napoleon completed his conquest of Prussia within 
six weeks, before Russia could act to aid its ally. (McHenry, Robert, 
editor, The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Chicago, Illinois, 1992, Micropasdia, Volume Six, page 528, column 
one, and page 529, column three) 

Jocasta . . . wife of Laius . . . and mother of Oedipus [g. v.] . . 
. . (Blakeney, E. H., editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by 

William Smith, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 290) 

Jupiter ... or Jove in mythology, chief god of the Romans, 
identified with the Greek . . . Zeus [q. v.] . He was god of the sky, 
associated with lightning and thunderbolt, protector in battle and 
bestower of victory. He was the son of Saturn [q. v.], married his 
sister Juno, and [he] reigned on Olympus as lord of heaven. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 657, column one) 

Kant . . . Immanuel [(]1724[ ]-[ ]1804[)]. German philosopher . Born 
. . . [in] . . . Konigsberg, he attended the university there, and 
in 1770 [he] was appointed professor . . . [of] logic and [of] 
metaphysics [q. v., Glossary of Scholarly Terms] . Best-known of his 
works is the Kritik der reinen Vernunft . . . [ (] Critique of Pure 
Reason[) of] 1781, which was followed by the Prolegomena [in] 1783, 
Metaphysik der Sitten . . . [ ( ] Metaphysic of Ethics[) in] 1785, 
Metaphysische Anf angsgriinde der Naturwissenschaf t 
[( ]Metaphysic of Nature [) in] 1786, Kritik der praktischen Vernunft 
. . . [(] Critique of Practical Reason [) in] 1788 and Kritik der 
Urtheilskraf t . . . [(] Critique of Judg [e]ment [ ) in] 1790. Kant 
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argued that our knowledge of the world cannot be the mere aggregate 
of impressions impinging on our consciousness from our senses ([, 
which was] roughly the view of . . . Locke) , but that it is dependent 
upon the conceptual apparatus of the human understanding - which is 
not itself derived from experience. In ethics, Kant stressed that 
the right action is objectively determinable and [that it] must 
conform to a moral law [which] he called ' the Categorical Imperative 
. . . ; [ ' j feelings and inclinations [he further argued] are not a 
basis for moral decisions. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 661, column two) 

Kojeve 

Lame t trie 

Lares . . . The lares were Roman household gods who represented the 
spirits of the founding ancestors of a family. Each household had 
its own lar, to whom a portion of each meal was offered. Family lares 
were often represented by statues of a youth with a drinking horn 
and cup. Public lares were patrons of the state who presided over 
the major corssroads of the city. (Foderaro, Sal J., editor, The 
Macmillan Family Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, Hampshire, 
and London, 1980, volume twelve, page 207, column one) 

Lenin . . . Vladimir Ilyich. Adopted name of Russian politician 
Vladimir Ilyich Ulyano 1870 . . . [to] . . . 1924. Born . . . [in] 
. . . Simbirsk ( . . . [later . . . named] Ulyanovsk) , he became a 
lawyer in St Petersburg ( . . . [later . . . named] Leningrad) . [He 
was s]ent to Siberia for revolutionary Marxist propaganda [from] 
1895 . . . [to] . . . 1900, [and] he then edited the Social Democratic 
paper Iskra ( ' The Spark ' ) from abroad ...[;]... he visited London 
several times .... In [his book] What is to be done? [of] 1902, 
he advocated a professional core of party activists to spearhead the 
revolution in Russia, a suggestion [which was] accepted by the 
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majority (bolsheviki) at the London party congress in 1903. [Having 
been a]ctive in the 1905 Revolution, Lenin had again to leave Russia 
when it failed, settling in Switzerland in 1914, from where he 
attacked Socialist support for World War I as for an ' imperialist ' 
struggle, and [he] wrote Imperialism [in] 1917. On the renewed 
outbreak of revolution in Mar[ch] 1917, he returned to Russia. With 
the overthrow of the provisional government, he became president of 
a Soviet government, concluded peace with Germany . . . and organised 
a successful resistance to ' White ' (pro-Tsarist) uprisings and 
foreign intervention. [When c]ommunism [had] prov[ed] 
inadequate to put the country on its feet, he introduced a private 
enterprise New Economic Policy (NEP) from 1921 ([it was] reversed 
by Stalin in 1929) . He had founded the Third (Communist) 
International in 1919, but his health declined following injuries 
in an assassination attempt in 1918. His embalmed body is a tourist 
attraction in a mausoleum in Red Square, Moscow. He married in 1898 
Nadeshda Konstantinova Krupskaya (1869 - 1939) , who shared his work 
. . . and [who] wrote Memories of Lenin. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 704, 
column two) 

Lessing . . . Gotthold Ephraim [ , ] 1729 . . . [to] . . . 1781. German 
dramatist and critic. [He was b]orn at Kamenz in Saxony, [and] he 
studied at Leipzig ...[;]... he subsequently lived in Berlin, 
Leipzig, and Hamburg. His dramatic masterpieces include Miss Sara 
Sampson [of] 1755, [which is] the first German tragedy of ordinary 
life; Philotas [of] 1759 [, which is] a one-act prose tragedy; the 
comedy Minna von Barnhelm [of] 1767 with a Seven Years ' War 
background; the domestic tragedy Emilia Galotti [of] 1772; and the 
verse play Nathan der Neise [of] 1779, which treats the theme of 
religious tolerance. As a critic he decisively influenced the course 
of German literature with Laokoon [of] 1766 [, ] in which he analysed 
the functions of poetry and [of] the plastic arts; and with the 
Hamburgische Dramaturgie [ , which he wrote from] 1767 . . . [to] . 
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. . [17] 68, in which he re-interpreted Aristotle [q. v. J and attacked 
the restrictive form of French classical drama in favour of the freer 
approach of Shakespeare. His many theological and philosophical 
writings include Ernst und Falk [from the period] 1777 . . . [to] 
. . . [17] 80, . . . [wherein he advocates] . . . tolerance and 
understanding in human affairs. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 707, column 
three) 

Louis XVI . . . 1754 . . . [to] . . . 1793. Grandson of Louis XV; 
king of France from 1774. He was dominated by his queen, . . . Marie 
Antoinette, and the finances fell into such confusion that in 1789 
the States General had to be summoned, and revolution began. Louis 
lost his personal popularity in Jun[e] 1791, when he attempted to 
flee the country ( [this episode became known as] the [ ' ] Flight to 
Varennes [ ' ]) and in Aug[ust] 1792 the Parisians stormed the . . . 
Tuileries and took the royal family prisoner. [He was d] eposed in 
Sept [ember] . . . [and] . . . tried in Dec [ember. He was] sentenced 
for treason in Jan[uary] 1793 . . . and guillotined. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 730, column three, and page 731, column one) 

Mars 

Menenius . . . Lanatus, Agrippa, consul B. C. 503. It was owing to 
his mediation that the first great rupture between the patricians 
and [the] plebeians, when the latter seceded to the Sacred Mount, 
was brought to a happy and peaceful termination in 493 [BC] ; and it 
was upon this occasion [that] he is said to have related to the 
plebeians his well-known fable of the belly and the members. . . . 
(Blakeney, E. H. , editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by William 
Smith, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 335) 

Middle Ages ... a term used from the [ seventeen] th century for the 
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period of European history between the fall of the Roman Empire and 
the Renaissance. It is usually regarded as beginning in the . . . 
[fif]th century and [as] ending in the . . . [ fifteen] th [century] . 
Among its distinctive features were the unity of Western Europe 
within the Roman Catholic Church; the feudal organisation of 
political, social, and economic relations; and, in . . . medieval 
art, the use of painting and sculpture almost exclusively for 
Christian ends. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 792, column one) 

Mithras 

Mnemosyne 

Nephele 

Nether Gods . . . 



Nicaea, Council of . . . [the first ecumenical council of the] 
Christian church [ . It was] held at Nicaea in 325, [having been] 
called by the Emperor Constantine [q. v.] , [and] in . . . [it] . . 
. Arianism was condemned as heretical [,] and the doctrine of the . 
. . Trinity was established under . . . Athanasius as the . . . Nicene 
Creed. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 853, column two) 

Nicholas II . . . (1868 [ ]-[ ]1918), the last Russian Tsar, first 
cousin of King George V of Britain, son of Alexander III, whom he 
succeeded in 1894. He had considerable personal charm and natural 
intelligence, and [[he] loved his family and [his] country, but he 
was reactionary in his outlook and of a weak and irresolute 
character. In reply to an address on his accession by the Tver 
Zemstvo he spoke of ' senseless dreams of the participation of 
Zemstvo representatives in the affairs of internal 
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administration [ , ] ' and [he] stated his resolve to maintain the 
principle of authocracy. However, he was forced by the Revolution of 
1905 to grant a constitution providing for a legislative assembly 
. . . . The main events of his reign in external affairs were the 
strengthening of the Franco-Russian alliance, the convening by 
Nicholas (on the initiative of Witte) of the Hague conference in 
1898 [,] which set up the International Court of Arbitration, the 
occupation of Port Arthur in 1896 and of Manchuria in 1900, and the 
Russo-Japanese War of [the years] 1904 . . . [and] . . . [19] 05. Soon 
after the beginning of the First World War Nicholas dismissed his 
uncle, the Grand Duke Nicholas, and [he] himself became 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, leaving the government of 
the country to the Empress . . . and in fact to Rasputin. At the 
beginning of the February Revolution in 1917 he immediately followed 
the advice of the Duma leaders and [of] the military commanders to 
abdicate. He was at first confined to the palace at Tsarskoye Selo 
. . . [and] . . . then banished to Tobolsk in Siberia. After the 
Bolshevik seizure of power Nicholas was brought to Ekaterinburg and, 
together with his family, [he] was shot by the Cheka on the orders 
of the local soviet .... Bibliography: R. Charques, Twilight of 
Imperial Russia: the Reign of Tsar Nicholas II, 1965; R. K. Massie, 
Nicholas and Alexandra, 1969. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman ' s 
Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume eight, 
page 68 0, column one) 

Nietzsche . . . Friedrich Wilhelm [(]1844[ ]-[ ]1900[)]. German 
philosopher. Born . . . [in] . . . Rocken, Saxony, he attended Bonn 
university, and [he] was professor of Greek at Basle [from] 1869 . 
. . [to] . . . [18] 80. He had abandoned theology for philology . . 
. and [he] was influenced by the writings of . . . Schopenhauer and 
[by] the music of . . . Wagner, of whom he became both friend and 
advocate. Both these attractions passed, however, and ill-health 
caused his resignation from the university. He spent his later years 
in . . . [northern] . . . Italy, in the Engadine and in . . . [southern] 
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. France. During his mature years he published Morgenrote 
[(]1880[ ]-[18]81[)], Die frohliche Wissenschaft [(]1881[ ]-[ 
18]82[)], Also sprach Zarathustra [(]1883[ ]-[ 18]85[)], Jenseits 
von Gut und Bose [(]1885[ ]-[ 18]86[)], Genealogie der Moral 

[(]1887[)], and Ecce Homo [(]1888[)]. He suffered a permanent 
breakdown in 1889 from overwork and loneliness. . . . The philosophy 
of Nietzsche is the rejection of the accepted absolute moral values 
and [of] the ' slave morality ' of Christianity, for he argued that 
' God is dead ' . . . and that people are therefore free to create their 
own values. His ideal was [the] Ubermensch or ' Superman [ , ] ' who 
would impose his will on the weak and worthless. Until this century 
. . . his beliefs remained ignored or opposed . . . by conservatives 
and socialists alike, but support for modern . . . totalitarianism 
has often been claimed in Nietzsche ' s writings, by the . . . Nazi 
movement, among others. Nietzsche claimed that knowledge is never 
objective . . . but always serves some interest or unconscious 
purpose. His insights into the relation between thought and language 
have had an important influence on contemporary philosophy. . . . 
Nietzsche has exercised considerable influence on literature, 
philosophy, psychoanalysis . . . and religion, while his Superman 
has been considered a prototype for Hitler ' s ideal Aryan. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 855, columns one and two) 

Noblesse D ' Epee . . . see Noblesse De Robe. 

Noblesse De Robe . . . (French: Nobility of the Robe), in ... . 

[seventeenth century] . . . and . . . [eighteenth] century France, 
a class of hereditary nobles who acquired their rank through holding 
a high state office. Their name was derived from the robes worn by 
officials. The class was already in existence by the end of the . 
[sixteenth] . . . century, but it was only in the . 

[seventeenth] . . . century that its members qcquired the right to 
transmit noble status to their heirs. The period of the 1640s and 



146 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 

1650s was pivotal in the development of the noblesse de robe. In an 
attempt to bargain for political support during the troubled 
minority of Louis XIV, the crown granted detailed charters of 
nobility to judicial officials. At the summit of this newly created 
privileged class were the officers of such sovereign courts as the 
Parlement of Paris. . . . Because of their bourgeois [q. v., Glossary 
of Scholarly Terms] background, the families of the noblesse de robe 
were at first disdained by nobles who derived their rank from 
military service (noblesse d'epee) and from long-standing 
possession (noblesse de race) . The distinction between the old and 
the new aristocracies, between the sword and [the] robe, gradually 
blurred during the . . . [eighteenth] . . . century as both groups 
worked to defend privilege against attempts at reform by the king. 
In fact, it was the noblesse de robe that, because of its wealth, 
its rising social status, and its control of official positions, 
took the lead in opposition to reform. (McHenry, Robert, editor, The 
New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1992, Micropasdia, Volume Eight, page 748, columns one and 
two) 

Novalis . . . pseudonym of Friedrich von Hardenberg (1772 . . . [to] 
. . . 1801), [a] German poet and philosopher, [who was] born at 
Oberwiederstedt , Thuringia. He studied at Jena, Leipzig, and 
Wittenberg [ , ] and [he] then went to Armstadt [ , ] where he fell in love 
with Sophie von Kuhn [ , ] who was then . . . [fifteen years old] . In 
1795 he was made auditor of the Saxon Salt Works, of which his father 
was director. Thedeath[s] of Sophie . . . and of his brother Erasmus, 
both in 1797, . . . [were] ... a severe shock. The tragedy aroused 
in Novalis a poetic and mystic strength. Feeling himself 
ecstatically united with his dead beloved, he tried to free the 
spirit from material things, and many of his poems contain a note 
of mysticism. Hymnen an die Nacht . . . were written [at] about this 
time. He began the romance Heinrich von Ofterdingen in 1800, but [he] 
never completed it; in 1802 his Geistliche Lieder were published. 



147 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 

. . . Novalis is now considered [to be] one of the most important 
of the early romantics .... His works were collected and edited 
by his friends L. Tieck and F. Schlegel in 1802. A later edition is 
by P. Kluckhohn (with diaries) . . . [ ; this appeared in] 1928. . 
. . Bibliography: Studies by E . Heilborn, 1901; R. Samuel, 1925; J. 
von Minnegerode, 1941. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman ' s 
Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume nine, page 
fifty, column two, and page fifty one, column one) 

Odysseus . . . (son of wrath) , Latin Ulysses [q. v.] (from a western 
Greek form Olysseus , wolf) , in Greek legend, son of Laertes, ruler 
of Ithaca (modern Thiaki or Levkas) ; his wife was Penelope [q. v.], 
by whom he had a son, Telemachus [q. v.]. Odysseus sailed with the 
Greeks to Troy, after some unwillingness . . . , and his courage, 
cunning, or eloquence proved a match for every situation during the 
siege. The most famous part of his story is that of his ten years' 
wandering by sea after the fall of Troy, as told in Homer ' s [ q. v. ] 
Odyssey [g. v.]. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman ' s Encyclopaedia, 
J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume nine, page 126, column 
two, and page 127, column one) 

Odyssey . . . The ancient Greek epic the Odyssey, by Homer [q. v.], 
is thought to have been composed during the later part of the . . 
. [eight] . . . century BC. As with the Iliad [q. v.], the poem ' s_ 
tight thematic control and organisation belie its oral-formulaic 
origins. The poem describes the long and difficult return journey 
of the Greek hero Odysseus [g. v.] to Ithaca at the conclusion of 
the Trojan War. After . . . [ten] . . . years of war, followed by 
. . . [ten] . . . years of wandering, affliction and distraction in 
perilous and semimagical surroundings, Odysseus [q. v.] arrives 
home only to find his wife, Penelope [q. v.] , besieged by suitors. 
By juxtaposing the fantastic worlds of the wanderings with the real 
world of Itaca, and by contrasting the despair and dissatisfaction 
of Odysseus [q. v.] while away from home with the joy and 



148 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 

satisfaction he feels on returning, Homer [g. v.] focuses on what 
it is to be human and on the values and ideals that inform human 
existence. The Odyssey has served as the archetype for later 
applications of the theme of wandering, of which both the first half 
of Vergil ' s Aeneid and James Joyce ' s Ulysses [g. v.] are probably 
the most distinguished examples. . . . Bibliography: Beye, Charles 
R., The Iliad [q. v.], the Odyssey and the Epic Tradition (196 6; 
repr[inted] . . . 197 6); Birk, Newman P. and Genevieve B., The 
Odyssey Reader: Ideas and Style (1968) ; Clarke, Howard W., The Art 
of the Odyssey (1967); Finley, M. I., The World of Odysseus [q. v.], 
rev[ised] . . . ed[ition] . . . (1978); Page, Denys L., The Homeric 
Odyssey (1955; repr[inted] . . . 1977); Steward, Douglas J., The 
Disguised Guest: Rank, Role, and Identity in the Odyssey (1976) . . 
. . Gerald Fitzgerald . . . (Foderaro, Sal J., editor, The Ma cmi 11 an 
Family Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, Hampshire, and 
London, 1980, volume fourteen, page 351, column one) 

Oedipus ... in Greek legend, king of Thebes [g. v.] . He was exposed 
and left to die at birth because his father Laius had been warned 
by an oracle that his son would kill him. Saved and brought up by 
the King of Corinth, Oedipus killed Laius in a quarrel (without 
recognising him) and, because he saved Thebes [q. v.] from the 
Sphinx, [he] was granted the Theban [q. v.] kingdom and Jocasta [q. 
v.] ([who was the] wife of Laius and [the] mother of Oedipus) as his 
wife. After four children had been born, the truth was discovered; 
Jocasta [q. v.] hanged herself, Oedipus blinded himself, and as an 
exiled wanderer [he] was guided by his daughter, Antigone [g. v.] . 
Sophocles [q. v.] used the story in two tragedies. (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
874, column three, and page 875, column one) 



Old Testament . . . also called Hebrew bible, the set of sacred writings 
shared by Judaism and Christianity. The term Old Testament implies 
the Christian addition of a subsequent New Testament 
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Both Christians 

and Jews are known as ' people of the Book, ' and the Old Testament s_ 
profoundly theological interpretation of human life and the 
universe as creations of the one God is the structure of ideas in 
which both faiths exist. The term Old Testament was devised by a 
Christian, Melito of Sardis, c. ad 170 to distinguish this part of 
the Bible from the New Testament. Except for a few passages in 
Aramaic, the Old Testament was written originally in Hebrew during 
the period from 1, 200 [BC] to 100 bc. . . . The Hebrew canon recognises 
the following subdivisions of its three main divisions: (1) the 
Torah . . . , or Pentateuch, contains narratives combined with rules 
and instructions, in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deutereonomy ; (2) the Nevi ' im . . . or Prophets, is subdivided into 
the Former Prophets, with anecdotes about major Hebrew persons in 
the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, and stories of the 
Latter Prophets exhorting Israel to return to God in Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve Minor Prophets; and (3) the 
Ketuvim . . . , or Writings, with poetry - devotional and erotic; 
and theology and drama to be found in Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Song 
of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, 
Ezra-Nehemiah, and Chronicles. . . . The total number of books in 
the Hebrew canon is . . . [twenty four] . . . , [which is] the number 
of scrolls on which these works were written in ancient times. The 
Old Testament as adopted by Christianity numbers more works for the 
following reasons. The Roman Catholic canon, derived initially from 
the Greek-language Septuagint . . . translation of the Hebrew Bible, 
absorbed a number of books that Jews and Protestants later 
determined were not canonical . . . ; and Christians divided some 
of the original Hebrew works into two or more parts, specifically, 
Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles (two parts each) , Ezra-Nehemiah (two 
separate books) , and the Minor Prophets ( . . . [twelve] . . . 
separate books) . (McHenry, Robert, editor, The New Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago, Illinois, 1992, 
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Micropasdia, Volume Eight, page 90 9, columns two and three) 



Olympian Gods 

Osiris . . . ancient Egyptian god (who wears a tall curved hat with 
a plume each side), [who is] the embodiment of goodness, [and] who 
went to rule the underworld, after . . . [having been] . . . killed 
by Set, the god of night, [of] the desert, and [of] evil ( [who was] 
portrayed as a grotesque animal) . The sister-wife of Osiris was the 
sky and fertility goddess . . . Isis [ ]/[ ]Hathor (who wears a cow ' s 
horns, with a sun-disc between them) . Her rites were mysterious, . 

. . [just like] . . . those of . . . Demeter, with whom she was 
identified by the Greeks. The son of Osiris and Isis was Horus 

(falcon-headed, or shown as a boy, representing the youthful sun) , 
the pharaohs were thought to be his incarnation. Horus captured his 
father ' s murderer Set. Under . . . Ptolemy I ' s Graeco-Egyptian 
empire Osiris was developed (as a means of uniting his Greek and 
Egyptian subjects) into Serapis (Osiris [ ] + [ ]Apis, the latter being 
the bull-god of Memphis who carried the dead to the tomb) , elements 
of the cults of Zeus and Hades being included, which did not please 
the Egyptians; the greatest temple of Serapis was the Serapeum at 
Alexandria. The cult of Osiris, and that of Isis, later spread to 
Rome. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 888, column one) 

Ovid . . . 43 bc . . . [to] ... 17 ad. [A] Roman poet[,] whose full 
name was Publius Ovidius Naso. [He was b]orn at Sulmo, [and] he 
studied rhetoric in rome in preparation for a legal career, but [he] 
soon turned to literature. In 8 ad he was banished by Augustus to 
Tomi, on the Black Sea, where he died: this punishment was supposedly 
for his immoral Ars amatoria , but [it] was probably because of some 
connection with Julia, the profligate daughter of Augustus. Among 
his works are the youthful Amores; the Metamorphoses , [which are] 
mythical stories of miraculous transformations; the Fasti, [which] 
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form ... an incomplete poetic calendar, and the fruits of his exile, 
the elegiac Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto. (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
874, column three, and page 891, column one) 

Pantheon . . . temple in the Campus Martius at Rome, now the church 
of S. Maria della Rotunda. It was built, and most probably designed, 
by the emperor Hadrian (AD 117 . . . [to] . . . [AD] 138) on the site 
of an earlier temple [which was] dedicated to Mars [g. v.] and Venus 

[q. v.] by M. Vipsanius Agrippa in 27 BC. The name derives from a 
much later tradition that it was a temple ' of all the gods ' (Greek 
panton ton theon) . The Pantheon is a circular building, the largest 
of its kind in antiquity; it is surmounted by a dome ( . . . [with 
an] . . . interior diameter . . . [of forty three metres and a height] 

. . . from floor to summit . . . [of forty five metres] . . . ) [,] 
and [it] is entered by a portico of . . . [sixteen] . . . Corinthian 
columns which may have formed part of Agrippa ' s edifice. The gilt 
bronze tiles that originally covered the dome were removed to 
Constantinople at an early date; the bronze trusses and girders that 
carried the roof of the portico were melted down in the . 

[seventeenth] . . . century for use in GBernini ' s badachino in St 
Peter ' s. The bronze rosettes and mouldings that once adorned the 
coffers have also disappeared, and some of the present interior 
decorations are of later Renaissance date. . . . [ ( ] The name is also 
applied to a famous church in Paris [, which was] designed by Soufflot 
in 1755. [)] (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman ' s Encyclopaedia, J. 
M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume nine, page 326, column two) 

Pauson 

Penates . . . (Latin: ' those who live in the cupboard ' ) were the 
ancient Roman gods who watched over the household. Responsible for 
guarding the domestic stores, they were linked with the general 
welfare of the family members [, ] and [they] were worship [p] ed at the 
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hearth, where food was sacrificed to them. In Roman mythology the 
penates were originally the house gods of Aeneas, which he brought 
with him from the destroyed city of Troy. They were later given 
special importance by the state. The public penates dwelled in the 
Temple of Vesta [, ] and [they] were considered to be protectors of 
the Roman nation. (Foderaro, Sal J., editor, The Macmillan Family 
Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, Hampshire, and London, 1980, 
volume fourteen, page 351, column one) 

Penelope . . . 



Periclean Athens . . . see Pericles. 

Pericles . . . c[irca] . . . 490 [BC] . . . [to] . . . 429 BC. [An] 
Athenian politician, who dominated the city ' s affairs from 461 BC 
(as leader of the democratic party) . . . and under whom Greek culture 
reached its climax. He created a confederation of cities under the 
leadership of Athens [g. v.], but the disasters of the . 
Peloponnesian War led to his overthrow [in] 430 BC. Although [he was] 
quickly reinstated, he died soon [there] after . (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
915, column one) 

Pharisee . . . member of a Jewish sect which arose in the . . . 
[second] . . . century BC . . . in protest against all compromise 
with Hellenistic culture. The main emphasis was on strict observance 
of the law, rather than on ritual; hence the Pharisees came into 
conflict with the priestly caste . . . [the] . . . Sadducees. Although 
they believed in a coming Messiah, they rejected political action, 
and in the . . . [first] . . . century AD the left wing of their 
followers, the Zealots, broke away to pursue a revolutionary 
nationalist policy. After the fall of Jerusalem, Pharisee ideas 
became the basis of orthodox Judaism. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 921, column 
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three) 

Phiale 

Philoctetes 

Philosophe . . . any of the literary men, scientists, and thinkers 
of . . . [eighteenth] . . . century France who were united, in spite 
of divergent personal views, in their conviction of the supremacy 
and efficacy of human reason. . . . Inspired by the philosophic 
thought of Rene Descartes, the skepticism of the Libertins, or 
freethinkers, and the popularisation of science by Bernard de 
Fontenelle, the philosophes expressed support for [the] social, 
economic, and political reforms, [which had been] occasioned by 
sectarian dissensions within the church, [by] the weakening of the 
absoute monarchy, and [by] the ruinous wars that had occurred toward 
the end of Louis XIV s reign. In the early part of the . 
[eighteenth] . . . century, the movement was dominated by Voltaire 
[q. v.] and Montesquieu, but that restrained phase became more 
volatile in the second half of the century. Denis Diderot, 
Jean- Jacques Rousseau [q. v.], Geoges-Louis Leclerc de Buff on, 
Etienne Bonnot de Condillac, Anne-Robert- Jacques Turgot, and the 
Marquis de Condorcet were among the philosophes who devoted their 
energies to compiling the Encyclopedie . . . , one of the great 
intellectual achievements of the century. (McHenry, Robert, editor, 
The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1992, Micropasdia, Volume Nine, page 388, column one) 

Philosophes . . . see philosophe. 

Phoebus 

Plato . . . c[irca] . . . 428 [BC] . . . [to] . . . c[irca] . . . 
348 BC. Athenian philosopher whose profound thinking survived in 
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written form and has exerted wide influence on Christianity and [on] 
European culture, directly and through . . . Augustine, [through] 
the Florentine Platonists during the . . . Renaissance . . . and 
[through] countless others. Born of [a] noble family, he entered 
politics on the aristocratic side, and in philosophy [he] became a 
follower of . Socrates [g. v.]. He travelled widely after 

Socrate_s' [s g. v.] death in about 387 [BC] , and [he] founded his 
Academy in order to train a new ruling class. . . . Of his work, some 
. . . [thirty] . . . dialogues survive. The principal figure in these 
ethical and philosophical debates is Socrates [g. v. , ] and the early 
ones employ the Socratic method, in which he asks questions and traps 
the students into contradicting themselves, [as] for example . . . 
[in] Iron, on poetry. Other famous dialogues include the Symposium, 
on love, Phaedo, on immortality, and Apology and Crito, on 
Socrate_s' [s g. v.] trial and death. It is impossible to say whether 
Plato' s [g. v.] Socrates [g. v.] is a faithful representative of the 
real man. Plato ' s philosophy rejects scientific rationalism (that 
is, [it rejects the method of] establishing facts through 
experiment) in favour of arguments, because mind, not matter, is 
fundamental, and material objects are merely imperfect copies of 
abstract and eternal ' ideas . . . . [ ' ] . . . His political philosophy 
is expounded in two treatises, The Republic and The Laws, both of 
which describe ideal states .... Platonic love is inspired by a 
person ' s best qualities [,] and [it] seeks their development; Plato 
conceived such love as homosexual, but during the Renaissance the 
term was applied to heterosexual relationships which excluded 
physical desires. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 938, columns two and 
three) 

Plutarch . . . c[irca] . . . 46 . . . [to] . . . 120 .... Greek 
biographer. [He was b]orn at Chaeronea, [and] he lectured on 
philosophy at Rome ...[;]... [he] was appointed procurator of 
Greece by Hadrian. His Parallel Lives consist of pairs of 
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biographies of Greek and Roman soldiers and politicians followed by 
comparisons between the two. North ' s 1579 translation inspired 
Shakespeare ' s [g. v.] Roman plays. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 940, column 
one) 

Polynices . . . son of Oedipus [g. v.] and Jocasta [g. v.], and 
brother of Eteocles [g. v.] and Antigone [g. v.] . . . . (Blakeney, 
E. H., editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by William Smith, J. 

M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 421) 

Pre- revolutionary France . . . see French Revolution. 

Prometheus ... in Greek mythology, a . . . Titan [g. v.] who stole 
fire from heaven for the human race. In revenge, . . . Zeus [g. v.] 
had him chained to a rock with an eagle preying on his liver, until 
he was rescued by . . . Hercules. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 960, column 
two) 

Psecas 

Pyreicus 

Pythagoras . . . c[irca] 580 [BC] . . . [to] . . . 500 BC. Greek 
mathematician and philosopher. ... He was the founder of a 
politically influential religious brotherhood in Croton, 
[southern] . . . Italy [which was] suppressed in the . . . [fifth] 
. . . century. Its tenets included immortality of the soul and . . 
. transmigration. . . . Much of Pythagoras ' [s] work concerned 
numbers, to which he assigned mystical properties. For example, he 
classified numbers into triangular ones (1, 3, 6, 10, . . . ) which 
can be represented as a triangular array, and square ones (1, 4, 9, 
16, . . . ) which form squares. He also observed that any two adjacent 
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triangular numbers add to a square number (for example, 1+3=4, 
3 + 6 = 9, 6 + 10 = 16, ...).... In geometry, Pythagoras' [s] 
theorem states that in a right-angled triangle, the square of the 
hypotenuse (the longest side) is equal to the sum of the squares of 
the lenghts of the other two sides. If the hypotenuse is h units long 
and the lenghts of the other sides are a and b, then h 2 = a 2 + b 2 . 
This provides a way for calculating the length of any side of such 
a triangle if the lengths of the other two sides are known. The 
theorem is also true for any regular polygons constructed on the side 
of a right-angled triangle (not merely for squares) . (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 969, column one, and page 970, columns one and two) 

Pythagorean adaptation to adjective form of Pythagoras 

q. v . 

Revolution . . . see French Revolution. 

Rhanis 

Rococo 

Romanov . . . The Romanov dynasty ruled Russia from 1613 until the 
February Revolution of 1917 .... The family was descended from 
Andrei Ivanovich Kobyla, a Muscovite boyaar who lived in the first 
half of the . . . [fourteenth] . . . century. The name Romanov was 
taken from Roman Yuriev ([who] d[ied] . . . [in] . . . 1543), the 
father of Anastasia Romanova ([who] d[ied] . . . [in] . . . 1560), 
who was the first wife of Tsar Ivan IV. . . . Michael Romanov, 
grandnephew of Anastasia, was elected tsar by a National Assembly 
in 1613; he was the first of the dunasty to rule Russia. Important 
Romanov rulers included Peter I, whose reign marks the beginning of 
imperial Russia; Catherine II, [who was] actually a German who married 
into the family; Alexander I, who defeated Napoleon in 1812; and 
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Alexander II, who emancipated the serfs in 1861. The last Romanov tsar, 
Nicholas II [g. v.], abdicated in March 1917. He and his immediate 
famnily were executed [in] . . . July 1918 ... at Ekaterinburg 
([which is the] modern Sverdlovsk) .... Donald L. Layton . 
Bibliography: Bergamini, John, The Tragic Dynasty : the History of 
the Romanovs (1969); Cowles, Virginia, The Romanovs (1971); Mazour, 
Anatole G., Rise and Fall of the Romanovs (1960) . (Foderaro, Sal J., 
editor, The Macmillan Family Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, and London, 1980, volume sixteen, page 290, column two, 
and page 291, column one) 

Roosevelt . . . Theodore [(]1858[ ]-[ ]1919. . . . Twenty sixth 
president of the U[nited] S[tates of] A[merica] . Born in New York, 
he was elected to the state legislature as a Republican in 1881. He 
was assistant secretary of the Navy [from] 1897 . . . [to] . . . 
[18] 98, and during the . . . Spanish War of 1898 [he] commanded a 
volunteer force of ' rough riders . . . . [ ' ] After serving as governor 
of New York [from] 1898 . . . [to] . . . 1900 [,] he was elected [, 
in 1900] Republican vice-president ... to McKinley, whom he 
succeeded as president on his assassination in 1901, and [he] was 
elected in 1904. In office he campaigned against the great . . . 
trusts ( [which were] combines that reduce competition) , and [he] 
initiated measures for the conservation of national resources, 
while carrying on a jingoist foreign policy [which was] designed to 
enforce . . . [the] . . . supremacy [of the United States of America] 
over Latin America. . . . [Having been a] lienated after his 
retirement in 1909 by the conservatism of his successor . . . Taft, 
Roosevelt formed the Progressive or ' Bull Moose ' Party, as whose 
candidate he unsuccessfully ran for the presidency in 1912 against 
Taft and Wilson. During World War I he strongly advocated American 
intervention. ... He wrote historical and other works, including 
[from 1889 to 1896] The Winning of the West .... [He was a] big-game 
hunter, [but] he refused in 1902 to shoot a bear cub, and teddy bears 
are named after him. . . . [He] . . . won the Nobel Peace Prize for 
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his part in ending the Russo-Japanese war. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1009, 
columns one to three) 

Rousseau . . . Jean Jacques [(]1712[ ]-[ ]1778[)]. French 
philosopher, born in Geneva. He published an examination of the 
Origin and Foundations of Inequality Amongst Men [in] 1754 and Emile 
[in] 1762, outlining a new theory of education to elicit the 
inspoiled nature and abilities of children. His revolutionary 
Social Contract [of] 1762, which saw governments as [having been] 
given authority by the people, who could also withdraw it, was 
immensely successful. [H] is ' noble savage ' concept and [his] 
attacks on private property . . . caused much offence; his 
Confessions, a frank exposure of his personal faults and weaknesses, 
has had lasting influence on the nature of autobiography. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 1012, columns two and three) 

Saint-Simon . . . Claude Henri . . . Comte de [ , ] 1760 . . . [to] . 
. . 1825. French socialist. Born in Paris, he fought in the American 
War of Independence [, ] and [he] was imprisoned during the French 
Revolution [q. v.]. He advocated an atheist society ruled by 
technicians in Du Systeme industrielle [ ( ] The Industrial System[) 
which was published in] 1821. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1027, 
column one) 

Saturn ... in Roman mythology, the god of agriculture (Greek 
Kronos) , whose period of rule was the ancient Golden Age. He was 
dethroned by his sons Jupiter [q. v.], Neptune, and Pluto. At his 
festival, the saturnalia in Dec [ember], gifts were exchanged, and 
slaves were briefly treated as their masters ' equals. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 1036, column three) 
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Serapis 

Shakespeare . . . William [(]1564[ ]-[ ]1616[)]. English dramatist 
and poet, [who is] considered [to be] the greatest English 
playwright. [He was b] orn . . . [in] . . . Stratf ord-on-Avon . . . 
[as] . . . the son of a wool-dealer, [and] he was educated at the 
grammar school ...[;]... in 11582 [he] married Anne . . . 
Hathaway. They had a daughter, Susanna, in 1583, and twins [,] Hamnet 
([who] died [in] 1596) and Judith in 1595. Having joined a company 
of players, he was by 1589 established in London as an actor and a 
playwright. Early plays, written around 158 9 . . . [to] . . . [15] 93, 
were the tragedy Titus Andronicus; the comedies The Comedy of 
Errors, The Taming of the Shrew, and [The] Two Gentlemen of Verona; 
the three parts of Henry VI; and Richard III. [In] about 1593 he came 
under the patronage of the Earl of . . . Southampton, to whom he 
dedicated his long poems Venus [q. v.] and Adonis [of] 1593 and The 
Rape of Lucrece [of] 1594; he also wrote for him the comedy Love ' s 
Labour ' s Lost, satirising . . . Raleigh ' s circle, and [he] seems to 
have dedicated to him his sonnets . . . [of] . . . around 1593 . . 
. [to] . . . [15] 96, in which the mysterious ' Dark Lady ' appears . 
From 1594 Shakespeare was a member of the Chamberlain ' s (later the 
King ' s) company of players, and [he] had no rival as a dramatist . 
. . [;] ... [in that period his] lyric plays Romeo and Juliet, [A] 
Midsummer Night ' s Dream, and Richard II [which he wrote from] 1594 
. . . [to] . . . [15] 95 . . . [were] followed by King John and [by] 
The Merchant of Venice in 1596. The Falstaff plays of [the period] 
1597 . . . [to] . . . [15] 99 ...[-]... Henry IV (parts I and 
II) , Henry V . . . and The Merry Wives of Windsor ( [which was] said 
to have been written at the request of Elizabeth I) . . . [-] . . 
. brought his fame to its height. [At a] bout the same time [in 1599] 
he wrote Julius Caesar .... The period ended with the lyrically 
witty Much Ado about Nothing, As You Like It . . . and Twelfth Night [ , 
which were written from] about 1598 . . . [to] . . . 1601. With Hamlet 
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begins the period of the great tragedies ...[:]... 1601 . . 
. [to] . . . 1608 . . . [when Shakespeare produced] Othello, Macbeth, 
King Lear, Timon of Athens [q. v.], Antony and Cleopatra . . . and 
[The Tragedy of] Coriolanus [g. v.]. This ' darker ' period is also 
reflected in the comedies Troilus andCressida, All 7 s Well that Ends 
Well . . . and Measure for Measure [from] around 1601 . . . [to] . 

[16] 04. It is thought that Shakespeare was only [a] 
part [ icipating] author of Pericles [g. v.] , which [-] with the other 
plays of around 1608 . . . [to] . . . [16] 11 [ ( ] Cymbeline , The 
Winter ' s Tale . . . and The Tempest[)] . . . [contributes to the set 
of] the mature romance or ' reconciliation ' plays of the end of his 
career. [It is thought that d]uring 1613 . . . Shakespeare 
collaborated with Fletcher in Henry VIII and [in] Two Noble 
Kinsmen. He had already retired to Stratford [ -on-Avon] in about 
1610, . . . [and] he died [there] on 23 Apr[il] 1616. For the first 
. . . [two hundred] . . . years after his death, Shakespeare ' s plays 
were frequently performed in cut or revised form (Nahum Tate ' s King 
Lear[, for example, ] was given a happy ending) , and it was not until 
the . . . [nineteenth] . . . century, with the critical assessment 
of . . . Coleridge and . . . Hazlitt, that the original texts were 
restored. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1055, columns one to three) 

Sicinius . . . 1. L. Sicinius Bellutus, the leader of the plebeians in 
their secession to the Sacred Mount in B. C. 494. He was chosen [to 
be] one of the first tribunes . [ ]-[ ]2. L. Sicinius Dentatus, called 
by some writers the Roman Achilles [g. v.], from his personal 
prowess. He was tribune of the plebs in 454 [BC] . He was put to death 
by the decemvirs in 450 [BC] , because he endeavoured to persuade the 
plebeians to secede to the Sacred Mound. The Persons sent to 
assassinate him fell upon him in a lonely spot, but he killed most 
of them before they succeeded in despatching him. . . . (Blakeney, 
E. H., editor, A Smaller Classical Dictionary by William Smith, J. 
M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1910, page 486) 
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Socrates . . . c[irca] . . . 469 [BC] . . . [to] . . . 399 BC. Athenian 
philosopoher , [who was] said to have [also] been a sculptor and [a] 
soldier. He wrote nothing [,] but [he] was immortalised in the 
dialogues of his pupil . . . Plato [q. v.]. In his desire to combat 
the scepticism of the . . . sophists, Socrates asserted the 
possibility of true knowledge. In the sphere of morality he put 
forward the view that the good person never knowingly goes wrong. 
True knowledge emerges through dialogue and [through] an abandoning 
of uncritical claims to knowledge. The effect of Socrates ' [ s ] 
teaching was disruptive since he opposed tyranny. Accused in 399 
[BC] on charges of impiety and corruption of youth, he was condemned 
by the Athenian authorities to die by drinking hemlock. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 1079, column three) 

Sophocles . . . 495 [BC] . . . [to] . . . 406 BC . Athenian dramatist 
and tragic poet. He produced his first plays in 4 68 BC, when he won 
the prize in competition with Aeschylus [q. v.] , and [he] wrote over 
120 plays in total, of which only seven survive. These are Ajax, 
Electra, The Trachinian Maidens , Philoctetes [g. v.], and the Theban 
[q. v.] tragedies Antigone [g. v.], Oedipus [q. v.] Tyrannus, and 
Oedipus [q. v.] at Colonus . He modified the form of tragedy by the 
introduction of a third actor [, ] and [he] speeded the action by 
lessining the role of the chorus. Whereas he said of Euripides [q. 
v. ] ' He paints men as they are . . . , [ ' j he said of himself ' I paint 
men as they ought to be [ , ] ' and [he] is noted for his noble grandeur 
and [for his] preservation of traditional values. (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
1084, column three) 

Spencer . . . Herbert [(]1820[ ]-[ ]1903[)]. British philosopher. 
Born at Derby, largely self-taught, he was a railway engineer before 
entering journalism [and] philosophy. While [he was] sub-editor on 
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The Economist, he wrote Social Statics [in] 18 51, expounding his 
laissez-faire views on social and political problems, and in 1855 
Principles of Psychology appeared, followed by Education in 1861. 
In 1862 he began jod ten . . . volume System of Synthetic Philosophy, 

in which he extended . . . Darwin s [q. v.] theory of evolution to 
the entire field of human knowledge. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1096, 
column two) 

Sylvester 

Tantalus . . . Greek Tantalos, in Greek legend, son of Zeus [g. v.] 
or Tmolus (a ruler of Lydia) and Pluto ( [the] daughter of Cronus and 
Rhea) and the father of Niobe and Pelops .... He was the king of 
Sipylus in Lydia (or of Phryigia) [,] and he was the intimate friend 
of the gods, to whose table he was admitted. The punishment of 
Tantalus in the underworld was occasioned by one of several crimes, 
according to the various ancient authors: (1) He abused divine 
favour by revealing to mankind the secrets he had learned in heaven. 

(2) He offended the gods by killing his son Pelops and [by] serving 
him to them, in order to test their power of observation. (3) He stole 
nectar and ambrosia, the food of the gods, from heaven and gave them 
to men. ... In Hades [q. v.] Tantalus stood up to his neck in water, 
which flowed from him when he tried to drink it; over his head hung 
fruits that the wind wafted away whenever he tried to grasp them 

(hence the word [ ' ] tantalise [ ' ] ) . According to another story, a rock 
hung over his head reay to fall and crush him. (McHenry, Robert, 
editor, The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Chicago, Illinois, 1992, Micropasdia, Volume Eleven, page 547, 
column one) 

Telemachus ... in Greek legend, son of Odysseus [q. v.] and Penelope 
[q. v.] . . . [ ; he was] a child when his father set out for Troy. 
After about . . . [twenty] . . . years he set sail in search of news 
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of him, visiting Pylos and Sparta, and returning to Ithaca in time 
to help his father in the famous fight with the suitors. (Girling, 
D. A., editor, Everyman 7 s Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 
London, 1978, volume eleven, page 585, column one) 

The Tragedy of Coriolanus . . . see Tragedy of Coriolanus. 

Theban . . . adaptation to adjective form of Thebes, g. v. 

Theban Legend . . . Polydorus, [the] son of Cadmus [g. v.], succeeded 
his brother-in-law Pentheus as [the] third king of Thebes [q. v.]. 
His son Laius, who succeeded him, married Jocasta [q. v.], [the] 
great-granddaughter of Pentheus and sister of Creon [q. v.]. They 
had only one son. . . . Immediately after his birth, the child was 
exposed on Mount Cithaeron with his feet pierced and tied together, 
because Laius had learned from an oracle that he would die by the 
hand of his own son. The baby was found by a shepherd [who was] in 
the employ of King Polybus of Corinth, and called Oedipus [q. v.] 
because of his swollen feet. Polybus brough him up as his own son; 
but when Oedipus [q. v.] grew up, he was told by the oracle at Delphi 
that he would kill his father and marry his mother. Thinking that 
Polybus was his father, he would not return to Corinth; but on the 
road between Delphi and Daulis, he met Laius, whom he killed in a 
scuffle. . . . Meanwhile the Sphinx had appeared in the neighbourhood 
of Thebes [g. v.]. Seated on a cliff, she put a riddle to every 
passer-by : ' What goes on four feet in the morning, on two at noon, 
and on three in the evening? ' None could answer, and all were 
consequently put to death by the monster. The Thebans swore that 
anyone who could deliver the country from the Sphinx would obtain 
the kingdom, with Jocasta [q. v.] as his wife. . . . Oedipus [q. v.] 
solved the riddle, the answer being man, who crawls on all fours in 
infancy, walks on two feet in his prime, and in old age is supported 
by a staff. The Sphinx at once threw herself from the cliff; Oedipus 
was hailed as king of Thebes [q. v.] , and [he] married Jocasta [q. 



164 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 

v.], his own mother, who bore him two sons, Eteocles [g. v.] and 
Polynices [g. v.], and two daughters, Antigone [g. v.] and Ismene 
[q. v.]. Thebes [q. v.] was then visited by a plague. The oracle 
directed that the murderer of Laius should be expelled, and the seer 
Tiresias [q. v.] pronounced Oedipus [q. v.] the guilty man. Jocasta 
[q. v.] hanged herself; Oedipus [q. v.] tore out his own eyes, and 
[he] wandered from Thebes [g. v.], accompanied by his daughter 
Antigone [q. v. ] . At last he found refuge at Colonus in Attica, where 
the Eumenides [q. v.] removed him from the earth (Sophocles [q. v.] , 
Oedipus [q. v.] the king and Oedipus [q. v.] at Colonus) . Antigone 
[q. v.] returned to Thebes [q. v.]. . . . After the departure of 
Oedipus [g. v.], his sons Eteocles [g. v.] and Polynices [g. v.] 
succeeded as joint sovereigns; but disputes arose between them, and 
it was agreed that they should rule for alternate years, the one who 
was not in office withdrawing from Thebes [g. v. ] . Polynices [g. v. ] 
accordingly withdrew, but when Eteocles ' s [g. v.] first year of 
kingship ended, he would not allow his brother to return. Polynices 
[g. v.] appealed to Adrastus [g. v.], King of Argos [g. v.]. Adrastus 
[g. v.] organised the exhibition known as the ' Seven Against Thebes 
[ g. v. ] . . . , [ ' j although his brother Amphiaraus had foretold [that] 
it would end disastrously. Eteocles [g. v.] and Polynices [g. v.] 
killed one another in single combat, and five of the other chiefs 
were killed. Adrastus [g. v.] alone escaped (Aeschylus [g. v.], 
Seven against Thebes [g. v.]). . . . Creon [g. v.] now succeeded to 
the throne of Thebes [g. v.] . His first act was to forbid the burial 
of Polynices, and he sentenced Antigone [g. v.] to death for 
disobeying this order. She was walled up in a cave, where she took 
her own life, together with her lover Haemon [g. v.], Creon ' s [q. 
v.] son (Sophocles [q. v.], Antigone [q. v.) . . . . Then years after 
these events, Adrastus [g. v.] persuaded the descendants of the 
Seven to undertake another expedition against Thebes [g. v.]. In 
this war, Thebes [g. v.] was captured and destroyed. The only one 
of the expedition to be killed was Aegialus, son of Adrastus [g. v. ] . 
His father died of grief and was buried at Megara on his way home 
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to Argos [g. v.]. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman 7 s Encyclopaedia, 

J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume eleven, page 585, column 
one) 

Thebes . . . chief city of Boetia in ancient Greece and the birthplace 
of Pindar. Its position was well defended, since it was situated in 
aplain surrounded by mountains. No place is more celebrated in Greek 
legend. Here the alphabet was introduced from Phoenicia; here was 
the birthplace of Dionysus [g. v. ] and Heracles; here too lived Tiresias 
[q. v.] the soothsayer and Amphion the musician. It was also the 
scene of the Theban Legend [q. v.] . The first historical trace of the 
city dates from Boeotian (dorian) conquest, c[irca] . . . 1100 BC. 
Thebes then became the chief city of a confederation. She became the 
closest ally of the Spartans, and during the Peloponnesian War [she] 
was Athens ' s [q. v.] bitterest foe. In 394 BC, however, she allied 
with Athens [q. v.] against Sparta. In 382 [BC] the citadel was 
occupied by Spartan troops, and its recovery by Theban exiles in 378 
[BC] led to war with Sparta. After the battle of Leuctra [in] . . 
. 371 BC . . . for a short time she became, under Epaminondas, the most 
powerful state in Greece; but with the death of Epaminondas at the 
battle of Maninea . . . [in] . . . 362 [BC] , Thebes lost her hegemony. 
In 338 BC she shared the Greek defeat at Chaeronea. Three years later 
she defied Alexander [,] and [she] was largely destroyed. The city 
was rebuilt by Cassander and the Athenians in 316 BC. In 290 it was 
taken by Demetrius Poliorcetes, and [it] thereafter declined 
rapidly. The final blow was administerd by Sulla, who gave half [of] 
its territory to Delphi. (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman 7 s 
Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume eleven, 
page 585, column one) 

Three Estates . . . The population of eighteenth . . . century France 
was greater than that of any other contemporary European state. At 
the beginning of the century there appear to have been twenty million 
or more people in France, and the number had risen to some twenty 
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. . . five million at the end [of the century] . The population was 
divided into three ' estates ' or ' orders ' [ ]-[ ] the clergy [= the 
' first ' estate] , the nobility [= the ' second ' estate, ] and the 
'third' [estate] 



There were, perhaps, 130,000 clergy in eighteenth 

. . . century France. They were a privileged order . . . [which was] 
. . . mostly exempt from direct taxation. They granted an annual 
subsidy, the don gratuit, to the monarch for this privilege. The 
church as an institution was immensely wealthy with considerable 
lands and property. This wealth was controlled by the higher clergy 
. . . [-] . . . bishops, abbots and priors . . . [-] . . . who generally 
speaking were drawn from the ranks of the secular clergy, such as 
the abbes, who belonged to the church, [theough they] did not take 
holy orders, but [they] were entitled to ecclesiastical benefits. 
The parish priests (cures) [, though they were] probably better off 
than the bulk of the peasantry, were not wealthy: [T]hey often shared 
the outlook and [the] rustic speech of their rural parishioners. . 



There 

are widely differing estimates about the size of the nobility during 
the eighteenth century; taking an average between the estimates [,] 
there appear to have been about 250,000 nobles. There were 
considerable differences of origin, wealth and ideology among them 
[see noblesse de robe] 



In pre-revolutionary France [, ] the Third Estate 

encompassed everyone who was not a member of the clergy or nobility: 
from the wealthiest bourgeois (who might own land and enjoy the 
seigneurial rights that went with that land) to the poorest peasant 
. . . [ ( ] and many peasants were very poor[) ] . It has been estimated 
that about a third of the population of France in 1789 could be 
classified as poor or indigent. (Open University, The, editor, The 
Enlightenment [q. v.], The Open University, Milton Keynes, 1986, 
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Units 13 . . . [and] . . .14: The French Enlightenment [q. v.], pages 
seven to eleven) 

Thucydides . . . [(]460[ ]-[ ] 400 BC [ ) ] . Athenian historian, who 
exercised command in the . . . Peloponnesian War in 424 with so little 
success that he was banished till 404. In his History of the 
Peloponnesian War he attempted a scientific impartiality. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 1152, column three) 

Tiresias ... In Greek mythology Tiresias was a blind Theban 
soothsayer. According to one legend Athena [q. v.] blinded him when 
he accidentally came upon her bathing. His mother, the nymph 
Chariclo, begged for mercy; so Athena [q. v.] gave him the power of 
prophecy, as well as a golden staff to guide him in walking. Another 
tale relates how Tiresias, who had been changed into a woman and then 
back into a man, was asked to settle a quarrel between Zeus [g. v.] 
and Hera about which sex enjoyed love more. He said woman, angering 
Hera, who then blinded him. Zeus [q. v.] compensated him by giving 
him long life and the gift of prophecy, but Hera decreed that no one 
would believe his predictions. (Foderaro, Sal J., editor, The 
Macmillan Family Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, Hampshire, 
and London, 1980, volume nineteen, page 208, column two) 

Titan ... in Greek mythology, any of the giant children of Uranus 
and . . . Gaia, who included Kronos, Rhea, Themis (mother of 
Prometheus and personification of law and order) and Oceanus. Kronos 
and Rhea were in turn the parents of . . . Zeus, who ousted Kronos 
as the ruler of the world. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1155, column three) 

Titanic . . . adaptation to adjective form of Titan [q. 
v. ] . Tocqueville . . . Alexis Charles Henri Maurice Clerel de (1805 [ 
]-[ 18] 59), French historian, born at Verneuil, Seine-etoise . He 
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went to America to study prisons in 1831, and [he] took the 
opportunity to collect materials for his De la Democratic en 
Amerique, [which he wrote from] 1835 . . . [to] . . . [18] 40, a work 
of peculiar interest as the first seasoned reasoned and more or less 
unbiased exposition of popular government in that country. A 
moderate Liberal in politics, he was elected vice-president of the 
Assembly in 1849, [he] was dismissed when Louis Napoleon became 
emperor, and [he] met with an enthusiastic reception from John 
Stuart Mill and other prominent Whigs when he visited England. He 
published [his work] Ancien Regime [q. v. ] . . . [in] . . . 1856. 
His Souvenirs , [which were] first published in 1893, and edited . 
. . translated [and complemented] with an introduction by J. P. Mayer 
in 1948, relate to the years 1848 . . . [and] . . . [18]49[,] and 
[they] are interesting for their account of the political upheavals 
of that time. . . . Bibliography: A. de Tocgueville (ed[itor] . . 
. H. S. Commager, translator] . . . Reeve), Democracy in America, 
1961; A. de Tocgueville ( trans [ lator] . . . S. Gilbert), [The] Ancien 
Regime [q. v.] and the French Revolution [q. v.] , 1966; H. Brogan, 
Tocgueville, 1973. . . . (Girling, D. A., editor, Everyman 7 s 
Encyclopaedia, J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, London, 1978, volume eleven, 
page 585, column one) 

Tragedy . . . [see Greek Tragedy?] 

Tragedy of Coriolanus 

Tyrtaeus . . . A Greek elegiac poet of the . . . [seventh] . . . century 
BC, Tyrtaeus was probably from Sparta. Only fragments of his poems 
survive, but he was celebrated for his martial songs stressing 
courage and love of country. Most of his elegies are associated with 
the Spartan campaign during the second Messenian War, in which he 
served as a general . (Foderaro, Sal J., editor, The Macmillan Family 
Encyclopedia, Macmillan, Basingstoke, Hampshire, and London, 1980, 
volume nineteen, page 368, column two) 
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Tyrtaios . . . see Tyrtaeus . 
Ulysses . . . see Odysseus. 
Venus 

Virgil . . . (Publius Vergilius Maro) [,] 70 . . . [to] ... 19 bc. 
Roman poet, born near Mantua. He was of the small farmer class whose 
life he celebrated in his pastoral Eclogues [g. v.] [of] 37 bc, and 

[his] Georgics or ' Art of Husbandry ' [of] 30 bc. His epic poem, the 
Aeneid [g. v.] , glorified the dynasty of this patron . . . Augustus. 
He was one of the most influential Roman writers, partly because his 
apparent forecast of the birth of Christ in the fourth eclogue gave 
him the status of an ' honorary Christian ' in the medieval church. 

(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 
London, 1988, page 1215, column one) 

Voltaire . . . pen name of Frangois-Marie Arouet[, who lived from] 
1694 . . . [to] . . . 1778. French writer. [He was b]orn in Paris 
. . . [as the] son of a notary. He adopted his pseudonym, [which is] 
probably an anagram of Arouet 1(e) j (eune) , in 1718. He was twice 
imprisoned in the Bastille and three times exiled from Paris between 
1716 and 1726 for libellous political verse. Oedipe [ ]/[ ] Oedipus , 
his first essay in tragedy, was staged in 1718. While [he was] in 
England [from] 1726 . . . [to] . . . [17]29[,] he dedicated an epic 
poem on Henry IV, La Henriade [ ]/ [ ] The Henriade , to Queen Caroline, 
and on returning to France [he] published the successful Histoire 
de Charles XII [ ]/[ JHistory of Charles XII [in] 1731, and [he] 
produced the play Zaire [in] 1732. The reception of his Lettres 
philosophigues sur les anglais [ ]/[ ] Philosophical Letters on the 
English [of] 1733, a panegyric of English ways, thought and 
political practice, led to his takind refuge with his mistress, the 
Marquise de . . . Chatelet at Cirey in Chapagne [ ]-[ ] where he wrote 
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his celebrated play Merope [in] 1743 . . . and much of Le Siecle de 
Louis XIV [ ]/[ ]The Age of Louis XIV. . . . [From] 1751 . . . [to] 
. . . [17] 53 he stayed at the court of . . . Frederick the Great, 
who had long been an admirer, but the association ended in deep 
enmity. From 1754 he established himself near Geneva - after 1758 
at Ferney, just across the French border. Among his other works are 
the satirical tale Zadig; Candide [of] 1759, a parody on ... . 
Leibniz ' s ' best of all possible worlds [;] ' . . . and the tragedy 
Irene [of] 1778. In religion a . . . Deist, Voltaire devoted himself 
to crushing the spirit of intolerance. . . . (Upshall, Martin, 
editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 
1217, column three, and page 1218, column one) 

Watson .... John B(roadus)[,] 1878 . . . [to] . . . 1958. . . 

. [American] psychologist . . . [. F]ounder of behaviourism [q. v., 
Glossary of Scholarly Terms] . He rejected introspection 

(observation by an individual of his or her own mental processes) 
and regarded psychology as the study of observable behaviour, within 
the scientific tradition. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1217, column three, 
and page 1227, column three) 

Zeus ... in Greek mythology, chief of the gods .... He was the 
son of Kronos, whom he overthrew ...[;]... his brothers and 
sisters included Demeter, Hades [g. v.], Hera . . . and Poseidon. 
He ate his pregnant first wife Metis ( [who was] the goddes of 
wisdom), fearing [that] their child (Athena [g. v.]) would be 
greater than himself. His second wife was Hera, but he also fathered 
children by other women and goddesses. The offspring, either gods 
and goddesses, or godlike humans, included Apollo, Artemis, Castor 
and Polydeuces [ ]/[ ] Pollux, Dionysus [g. v.], Hebe, Heracles, 
Hermes, Minios, Perseus . . . [and] . . . Persephone. As the supreme 
god he dispensed good and evil[, ] and [he] was the father and ruler 
of all mankind. His emblems are the thunderbolt and [the] aegis ( [a] 
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shield) , representing the thunder cloud. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1269, 
columns one and two) 



Glossary of Scholarly Terms 

absolutism . . . [A] system of government in which the ruler or rulers 
have unlimited power. The principle of an absolute monarch, given 
a divine right to rule by God, was exgensivedly used in Europe during 
the . . . [seventeenth] . . . and . . . [the eighteenth] . . . 
centuries. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
Hutchinson, London, 1988, page four, column three) 

androgynous . . . adj .... having the characteristics of both male 
and female in one individual: hermaphrodite: having an 
inflorescence of both male and female flowers (bot.) 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page forty five, column two 

anodyne . . . adj. & n. - adj. 1 able to relieve pain. 2 mentally 
soothing. - n . an anodyne drug or medicine. [L anodynus f. Gk 
anodunos painless (as an- 1 , odune pain)] (Allen, R. E., editor, The 
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1990, page forty three, column two) 

anthropomorphic . . . see anthropomorphism. 

anthropomorphism . . . [The] attribution of human characteristics 
to gods (as in Greek [mythology] and [in] Scandinavian mythology) , 
plants, animals, or inanimate objects (the wind, stones, and so on) . 
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(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 
London, 1988, page fifty three, column three) 

antithesis . . . n . a figure in which thoughts or words are balanced 
in contrast: a thesis or [a] proposition opposing another [thesis 
or another proposition]: opposition: the direct opposite . . . 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page fifty five, column two 

antithetical . . . see antithesis. 



adroi . . . The word used of a person who dies in his prime is aoros [ , ] 
which means literally ' untimely ' (Garland, Robert, The Greek Way of 
Death, Duckworth, London, 1985, page seventy seven) 



apocalyptic. . . adj . . . .pertaining to the Apocalypse: prophetic 
of disaster or of the end of the world . . . (Macdonald, A. M. , editor, 
Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, 
page fifty seven, column two) 

apocryphal 

apotheosis ... .n. ... 1 elevation to divine status; deification. 
2 a glorification of a thing; a sublime example ... 3 a deified 
ideal [eccl.Lf. Gk apotheo make a god of (as apo-, theos god) ] (Allen, 
R. E., editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, 

Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page fifty, column two) 

aristocracy . . . n . government by, or political power of, a 
privileged order: a state so governed: a nobility or privileged 
class: an anlogous class in respect of any quality. . . . (Macdonald, 
A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page sixty eight, column one) 
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atavism . . n . appearance of ancestral, but not parental, 
characteristics; reversion to an ancestral type. . . . (Macdonald, 
A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page seventy nine, column two) 

atavistic . . . see atavism. 

axiom . . n . a self-evident truth: a universally received 
principle: a postulate, [an] assumption. . . . (Macdonald, A. M., 
editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page ninety one, column one) 

behaviourism . . . [a] school of psychology [which] originat [ed] . 

. . in the U[nited] S [tates of] A[merica], of which the leading 
exponent was John Broadus . . . Watson [q. v.]. Behaviourists 
maintain that all human activity can ultimately be explained in 
terms of conditioned reactions or reflexes and [in terms of] habits 

[which have been] formed in consequence [of such conditioned 
reactions or reflexes] .... (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 131, column 
three) 

beautiful soul 
belletristic 

Bezirk . . . see staatsfreier Bezirk. 

bourgeoisie . . . the middle classes. The French word originally 
meant the freemen of a borough. Hence it came to mean the whole class 
above the workers and [the] peasants, and below the nobility. 
_[ ' ] Bourgeoisie [ ' ] has also acquired a contemptuous sense, . . . 
implying commonplace, philistine respectability, by socialists it 
is applied to the whole propertied class, as distinct from the 
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proletariat . (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 

Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 173, column two) 

casuist . . . n . 1 a person, especially] ... a theologian, who 
resolves problems of conscience, duty, et [ ]c[etera] . . . , often 
with clever but false reasoning. 2 a sophist or [a] quibbler. . . 
. (Allen, R. E., editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current 
English, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page 175, column one) 

casuistic . . . see casuist. 

catharsis . . n . purification: evacuation of the bowels; 
purification of the emotions; as by the drama according to Aristotle 
[q. v. , Glossary of Proper Names] : the purging of the effects of a 
pent-up emotion and [of] repressed thoughts, by bringing them to the 
surface of consciousness (psych.). [Gr. kathartikos, fit for 
cleansing, katharos, clean.] (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 206, 
column two) 

cathartically . . . adaptation to adverb form of catharsis [g. v.] . 

cenotaph . . . n. a tomblike monument, especially] ... a war 
memorial, to a person whose body is elsewhere. [F cenotaphe f . LL 
cenotaphium f. Gk kenos empty + taphos tomb] (Allen, R. E., editor, 
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1990, page 181, column one) 

confidant . . . n . [fern, confidante pronunc [ iation] . . . [: the] 
same) a person trusted with knowledge of one ' s private affairs. [ 
. . . (eighteenth) . . . c(entury) . . . for earlier confident n. 
prob (ably) ... to represent the pronunc (iation) . . . of F 
confidente (as confide)] (Allen, R. E., editor, The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page 
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239, column two) 

confidantes . . . see confidant, 
cornucopia 

de facto . . . (L.) actual, if not rightful . . . : in fact, actually. 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 337, column two) 

de jure . . . (L.) adj. and adv. by right: rightful. (Macdonald, A. 
M. , editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1911, page 340, column two) 

demographical . . . see demography. 

demography . . . the study of the size, structure, and development 
of human populations to establish reliable statistics on such 
factors as birth and death rates, marriages and divorces, life 
expectancy, and migration. Demography is important in the social 
sciences as the basis for government planning in such areas as 
education, housing, welfare, transport, and taxation. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 359, column two) 

dialectic ... a Greek term, originally associated with Socrates ' s 
[q. v., Glossary of Proper Names] method of argument through 
dialogue and conversation. The word was taken over by . 
[nineteenth] . . . century German thinkers, notably [by] . . . Hegel 
[q. v., Glossary of Proper Names] and [by] . . . Marx. For Hegel [q. 
v.], dialectic refers to thought which develops through 
contradiction. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 367, column one) 
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dialectical . . . see dialectic. 

dichotomy . . . n . . . . 1 a a division into two, especially] . . 
. a sharply defined one, b the result of such a division. 2 binary 
classification. 3 Bot . & Zool . repeated bifurcation . (Allen, R. E., 
editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1990, page 323, columns one and two) 

Diremption . . . [Miller, A. V. , translator, Phenomenology of Spirit 

by G. W. F. Hegel, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1977, page 556, may be 
helpful 

disjecta membra 
empirical 

empiricism . . . (from Greek empeiria . . . [ = ] experience or 
experiment) a long-established tradition in British philosophy, 
frequently contrasted with . . . rationalist. The principal tenet 
of empiricism is the belief that all knowledge is ultimately derived 
from sense experience. It suspects metaphysical schemes based on a 
priori propositions, which are claimed to be true irrespective of 
experience. Empiricism developed in the . . . [ seventeen] th and 
[the] early . . . [eighteen] th centur[y] . . . through the work of 
. . . Locke, . . . Berkeley, and . . . Hume, [who are] traditionally 
known as the British empiricist school. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 418, 
column one) 

empiricist . . . see empiricism 

enfranchise . . .v. t. to set free: to give a franchise or political 
privileges to. . . . (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 430, column 
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two) 

epic poetry 

eschatology . . . (theol.) n. the doctrine of the last or final 
things, as death, judg [e] ment, the state after death. 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 445, column two) 

excoriate 
exegesis 

feudalism ... a form of social stratification which arose in Europe 
during the [period from] the . . . [fourth century] . . . [to the] 
. . . [tenth] centur[y] . . . under which the monarch owned all land. 
In return for military service the monarch allowed powerful vassals 
to hold land . . . and often also to administer justice and [to] levy 
taxes. They in turn ' sub-let ' such rights. At the bottom of the 
system were the serfs, who worked on their lord ' s manor in return 
for being allowed to cultivate some land for themselves, and [they] 
so underpinned the system. They could not be sold as if they were 
slaves, but [they] also could not leave the estate. The system 
declined from the . . . [thirteenth] . . . century, partly because 
of the growth of a money economy, with commerce, trade, and industry, 
and partly because of the many peasants ' revolts of [the period from] 
1350 . . . [to] . . . 1550. Serfdom ended in England in the . . . 
[sixteenth] . . . century, but [it] lasted in France until 1789 . 

. and in the rest of Western Europe until the early . 
[nineteenth] . . . century. In Russia it continued until 1861. 
(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 
London, 1988, page 452, column three, and page 453, column one) 

fiat . . . n. a formal or solemn command: a short order or warrant 
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of a judge for making out or allowing processes, letters-patent, et [ 
]c[etera] . . . (Macdonald, A. M . , editor, Chambers Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 484, column 
two) 

fiscal . . . adj. & n . of public revenue. . . . (Allen, R. E., editor, 
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1990, page 442, column one) 

Foucaultian . . . adaptation to adjective form of Foucault [g. v., 

Glossary of Proper Names] . 

general will 
heroes 
heuristic 
humanism 

hypocrisy ... .n . ... 1 the assumption or [the] postulation of 
moral standards to which one ' s own behaviour does not conform; 
dissimulation, pretence. 2 an instance of this. [ME f . OF ypocrisie 
f . eccl . [ ] L hypocrisis f . Gk hupokrisis acting or a part, pretence 
(as hypo-, krino decide, judge)] (Allen, R. E., editor, The Concise 
Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 
1990, page 581, column two) 

hypocrite . . . see hypocrisy. 

in passim 

isomorphic . . . see isomorphism. 
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isomorphism . . . similarity in unrelated forms (biol.): close 
similarity in crystalline form combined with similar chemical 
constitution (crystal.). (Macdonald, A. M . , editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 484, 
column two) 

kudos 

liberalism . . . the political and social theory . . . [which] . . 
. developed during [the period from the] . . . [seventeenth century] 
. . . [to the] . . . [nineteenth] . . . centur[y] ... as the 
distinctive theory of the industrial and [the] commercial classes 
in their struggle against the power of the monarchy, the church, and 
the feudal landowners. In Politics it stood for parliamentary 
government, freedom of the press, [of] speech and [of] worship, and 
[for] the abolition of class privileges; economically it was 
associated with . . . laissez-faire, [that is with] a minimum of 
state interference in economic life, and [with] international free 
trade. In the late . . . [nineteenth century] and [the] early . . 

[twentieth] centur[y] . . . these ideas were modified by the 
acceptance on the one hand of universal suffrage, [which had] 
hitherto [been] opposed by most liberals, and on the other [hand] 
of a certain amount of state intervention, in order to ensure a 
minimum standard of living and to remove extremes of poverty and [of] 
wealth. The classical statement of liberal principles is found in 
On Liberty and [in] other works of J [ . ] S[.] . . . Mill. (Upshall, 
Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 
1988, page 711, column three) 

liminality . . . ' [T]he stage where the soul [of the deceased] is 
very much betwixt and between, ' namely during the time that elapses 
in the funerary period between the moment of the death of the 
deceased person and the burial of his corpse. By way of a kind of 
superstition the immediate family of a deceased person was also 
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considered to be in a state of liminality in so far as the notion 
of a passage of the deceased person from the world of the living to 
the world of the dead, on which he was partly accompanied by his close 
relatives in the ceremony of burial, logically placed the living who 
partook in this passage, albeit only in ritual, in this intermediate 
category as well . (Own definition with a quotation from Morris, Ian, 
Burial and Ancient Society: The Rise of the Greek City State, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1987, page thirty two) 

loci see locus. 

locus . . . n . a place, locality, location: a passage in a writing: 
the position of a gene in a chromosome: the line or [the] surface 
constituted by all positions of a point or [a] line satisfying a 
given condition {math.) . . . (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 772, 
column one) 

materialism . . . the philosophical theory that there is nothing in 
existence over and above matter. Such a theory excludes the 
possibility of deities . It sees mind as an attribute of the physical, 
[and] not [therefore as] independent of the body. Like most other 
philosophical ideas, materialism probably arose among the early 
Greek thinkers. The . . . Stoics and the . . . Epicureans were 
materialists, and so were the ancient Buddhists. Among modern 
materialists have been . . . Hobbes [g. v., Glossary of Proper 
Names], Biichner, and . . . Haeckel. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 770, column 
two) 

metaphysics . . . n . treated as sing [ular] . . . ) the science which 
investigates the first principles of nature and [of] thought: 
ontology or the science of being: loosely and vaguely applied to 
anything abstruse, abstract, philosophical, subtle, 
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transcendental, occult, supernatural, magical. . . . (Macdonald, A. 
M. , editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 824, column one) 

metier . . . n . one ' s calling or business: that in which one is 
specially skilled. [Fr., [ ] L . minister ium. ] (Macdonald, A. M., 
editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977 , page 825, column one) 

modus vivendi . . . way of life or living: an arrangement or 
compromise by means of which those who differ may get on together 
for a time: such an arrangement between states or between a state 
and the Pope. [L. modus, manner.] (Macdonald, A. M. , editor, 
Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, 
page 845, column two) 

monotheism . . . the belief or doctrine that there is only one God, 
the opposite of polytheism [q. v.]. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The 
Hutchinson Encyclopedia , Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 810, column 
one) 

monotheistic . . . adaptation to adjective form of monotheism [q. 
v.] . 

nemesis 

Nietzschean . . . adaptation to adjective form of Nietzsche g. v., 

Glossary of Proper Names. 

nucleus . . . n . . . . 1 a the central part or thing [a] round which 
others are collected, b the hernel of an aggregate or [of a] mass. 
2 an initial part [which is] meant to receive additions. 3 Astron. 
the sold part of a comet ' s head. 4 Physics the positively charged 
central core of an atom that contains most of its mass. 5 Biol, a 
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large dense organelle of eukaryotic cells, containing the genetic 



material. 6 a 


discrete mass 


of grey matter in the central nervous 


system. [L, = 


kernel, inner 


part, dimin. of nux nucis nut] (Allen, 


R. E., editor 


, The Concise 


Oxford Dictionary of Current English, 



Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page 813, column one) 
nunc dimittis 

orthodox . . . (Gr. doxa , opinion), sound in doctrine: believing, 
or according to, the received or [the] established doctrines or 
opinions, esp[ecially] ... in religion . . . (Macdonald, A. M., 
editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 931, column one) 

orthodoxy . . . see orthodox . 

oxymoron . . . n . a figure of speech by means of which contradictory 



terms are combined, so as to form an expressive phrase or 


epithet, 


as cruel kindness, falsely true, et [ ]c[etera] . . . [Gr. 


neut. of 


oxymoros, lit. pointedly foolish [ ]-[ ] oxys , sharp, 


moros, 


foolish.] (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth 


Century 


Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 945, columns 


one and 


two) 




oxymoronic . . . see oxymoron. 




pagan . . . n. a heathen: one who is not a Christian, 


Hew, or 



Mohammedan: more recently, one who has no religion: one who sets a 
high value on sensual pleasures . (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 948, 
column two) 

paganism . . . see pagan, 
par excellence . . . 
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paradigm ... a term used by the American historian of science T [ . ] 
S[.] . . . Kuhn to describe all those factors, both scientific and 
otherwise, which influence the research of the scientist. The term 
has subsequently spread to the areas of social studies and politics. 
(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 
London, 1988, page 902, column one) 

patriarch . . . (Greek[:] ' ruler of a family ' ) in the Old Testament 
[q. v. , Glossary of Proper Names] , one of the ancestors of the human 
race, and especially those of the Jews from Adam to the sons of Jacob. 
In the . . . Orthodox Church, the term refers to the leader of a 
national church. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 908, column three) 

patriarchal . . . see patriarch. 

per se . . . adv. by or in itself; intrinsically. [L] (Allen, R. E., 
editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1990, page 888, column one) 

persona ... ( . . . L.) Jung ' s term for a person ' s system of 
adaptation to, or manner assumed when dealing with, the world [ ]-[ 
] the outermost part of the consciousness, the expression of the 
personality: Roman actor ' s mask: character in fiction, esp[ecially] 
. . . in drama: speaker in a poem: social fagade or public image . 

(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century 
Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1972, page 995, column one) 

platteland . . . S. Afr. remote country districts. (Allen, R. E., 
editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1990, page 913, column one) 

polis . . . 
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polytheism . . . the worship of many gods, as opposed to monotheism 
[q. v.] (belief in one god) . Examples are the religions of ancient 

Egypt, Babylon, Greece and Rome, Mexico, and modern Hinduism. 
(Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, 

London, 1988, page 947, column two) 

prima facie . . . (L.) on the first view: at first sight. (Macdonald, 
A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 1065, column one) 

profanation 

proleptic 

prophylactically 

prosopopoeia . . . n . the rhetorical introduction of a pretended 
speaker or the personification of an abstract thing. [L f. Gk 
prosopopoiia f. prosopon person + poieo make] (Allen, R. E., editor, 
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1990, page 959, column two) 

quid pro quo . . . (L.) something for something: something given or 
taken as equivalent to another, often as retaliation: action or fact 
of giving or receiving thus. (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary , Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 1107, 
column one) 

raison d ' etre . . . n . . . . a purpose or [a] reason that accounts 
for or justifies or originally caused a thing ' s existence. [F, = 
reason for being] (Allen, R. E., editor, The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page 
990, column two) 
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romantic . . . adj . 1 of, characterised by, or suggestive of an 
idealised, sentimental, or fantastic view of reality; remote from 
experienc .... 2 inclined towards or suggestive of reomance in 
love .... 3 (of a person) imaginative, visionary, idealistic. 4 
a (of style in art, music, et [ ]c[etera] . . . ) concerned more with 
feeling and [with] emotion than with form and [with] aesthetic 
qualities; preferring grandeur or picturesqueness to finish and 
proportion, b (also Romantic) or [ , ] or relating to [ , ] the . . . 
[eighteenth century and nineteenth] . . . c[entury] . . . romantic 
movement or style in the European arts . 5 (of a project et [ ] c [etera] 
. . .) unpractical, fantastic. . . . (Allen, R. E., editor, The 
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford, 1990, page 1045, column two) 

roturier 

salonfahig 

sere ndipi tou s 

staatsfreier Bezirk 

status quo . . . (L.) the state in which: the existing condition. 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 1320, column two) 

stereotype . . . (Greek[:] ' fixed impression ) a one-sided, 
exaggerated, and preconceived idea about a particular group or 
[about] society [as a whole] . It is based on prejudice rather than 
[on] fact, but by repetition stereotypes become fixed in people ' S3 
minds, resistnat to change or to factual evidence to the contrary. 
The term, originally used for a method of duplicate printing, was 
adopted in a social sense by the American journalist Walter Lippmann 
in 1922. (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, 
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Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1105, column three) 



sublate ... v. t. to remove jobs.): to deny log.): to resolve in 
a higher unity (phil . ) . [ ]-[ ]n. sublation. [L. sublatum, used as 
supine of tollere, to take away [ ]-[ ] sub in sense of away, latum.] 
(Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, 

Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 1345, column two) 

sublimation 

sui generis . . . adj. of its own kind; unique. [L] (Allen, R. E., 
editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1990, page 1220, column one) 

symbiosis . . n . a mutually beneficial partnership between 

organisms of different kinds: esp[ecially] . . . such an 

association where one lives within the other. . . . (Macdonald, A. 
M. , editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 1367, column one) 

syncretic 

taboo . . . from Polynesian tabu, ' forbidden . . . , [ ' ] applied to 
magical and religious objects. In psychology and the social sciences 
the term is used for practices which are generally prohibited 
because of religious or social pressures. (Upshall, Martin, editor, 
The Hutchinson Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1128, 
column one) 

teleological . . . see teleology. 

teleology . . . n. . . . Philos . 1 the explanation of phenomena by 
the purpose [which] they serve rather than by postulated causes. 2 
Theol. the doctrine of design and purpose in the material world. 
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(Allen, R. E., editor, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current 

English, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, page 1254, column one) 

trauma . . . n . a wound: an injury: an emotional shock that may be 
the origin of a neurosis {psych.): the state or [the] condition 
[which is] caused by a physical or [an] emotional shock. (Macdonald, 
A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 1433, column one) 

triad . . . n . a group or [a] union of three: in Welsh literature, 
a group of three sayings, stories, et [ ]c[etera] . . . , about related 
subjects: a group of three lines or stanzas in different metres: a 
chord of three notes, esp[ecially] . . . the common chord (mus . ) : 
an atom, element, or radical with a combining power of three (chem.) . 

(Macdonald, A. M. , editor, Chambers Twentieth Century 
Dictionary, Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977 , page 1436, columns one and 
two) 

triadic . . . see triad. 

usurp ... v. t. to take possession of by force, without right, or 
unjustly: to assume (the authority, place, et [ ]c[etera] . . . , of 
someone, or [of] something, else) : to take possession of (the mind) : 
to take or [to] borrow (a name or a word) : to supplant (arch . ) . [ ] -v. 
i. to practice usurpation: to encrach ( [up] on) .... (Macdonald, 
A. M., editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 1495, column one) 

usurpation . . . see usurp. 

utilitarian . . . see utilitarianism. 

utilitarianism ... a philosophical theory of . . . ethics [which 
was] outlined by the philosopher Jeremy . . . Bentham . . . and 
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developed by J [ . ] S[.] . . . Mill. According to utilitarianism, an 
action is morally right if it has conseqneuces which lead to 
happiness, and [it is] wrong if it brings about the reverse of 
happiness. Thus, society should aim for the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number. . . . (Upshall, Martin, editor, The Hutchinson 
Encyclopedia, Hutchinson, London, 1988, page 1200, column one) 

vis-a-vis . . . adv. face-to-face. [ ]-[ ]prep. face-to-face with. [ 
]-[ ]n. one who faces, or is opposite to, another: a light carriage 
with seats facing each other: an S-shaped couch: opposite number. 
[Fr. vis, face (-[ ] L . visus, look), a, to.] (Macdonald, A. M., 
editor, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, Chambers, 
Edinburgh, 1977, page 1515, column one) 

Zeitgeist 

zoomorphism . . . the representation, or the conception, of a god 
or a man in animal form. . . . (Macdonald, A. M., editor, Chambers 
Twentieth Century Dictionary , Chambers, Edinburgh, 1977, page 1592, 
column one) 
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Appendices 

Appendix One 

CREON: [ 0] . . . My son, is it possible that you have heard the 
decree appointed for your bride and have come in a frenzy 
of rage against your father? Or do I keep your loyalty 
however I may act? 

HAEMON: [ 0] Father, I am yours. To me your judgements are good 
and upright, and I shall follow them. . . . 

CREON: Yes, my son, this should be the resolution in your 
heart, to set yourself in all things behind your father's 
judgement. . . . anyone whom the city may set in office 
must be obeyed in matters great and small, just and less 
just. For there is no greater evil than disobedience: it 
is this that destroys cities, this that makes houses 
desolate, this that breaks up allied ranks in rout. But 
when men succeed, it is obedience that most often saves 
their lives. . . . Thus the appointed rules must be upheld 

CHORUS: To us, unless we have been tricked by age, you seem 
to be speaking wisely in what you say. 

HAEMON: Father, the good sense which the gods implant in men 
is the greatest of all the world's possessions. . . . What 
greater treasure can there be for sons than a father's 
glowing reputation, or for a father than that of his sons? 
. . . even if a man is wise, it is no shame for him to 
learn much . . if I, as a younger man, may also offer an 
opinion, I say that much the best thing is for a man to 
be born completely full of understanding; but otherwise 
- and it does not usually turn out that way - it is also 
good to learn from those who speak rightly. 

CHORUS: It is fair that you, lord, should learn from him, 
if he says anything useful; and you too should learn from 
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the King. There have been good words spoken on both sides. 
CREON: Shall men of my age be taught wisdom by one of his? 
HAEMON: Nothing that is not right; and, if I am young, you 

should consider my actions, not my age. 
CREON: Is it an ^action' to honour those who mis-behave? 
HAEMON: I would not urge that one should show honour to the 

wicked. 

CREON: Is she not afflicted with that malady? 
HAEMON: The community of this city of Thebes 0 says no. 
CREON: Shall the city tell me what orders to give? 
HAEMON: You see? You sounded all too young in saying that. 



CREON: By Olympus above us, I'll have you know that you will 

live to regret insulting me with your reproaches. . . . 
HAEMON: . . . Rave on ... in the company of any friends 

who are willing to endure it. . . . [Exit Haemon by a 

parodos . (original emphasis)] 
CHORUS: The man has gone, lord, in angry haste. At his age 

the heart grows bitter when hurt 



TIRESIAS: [ Lords of Thebes, we have come on a shared path, 
two seeing with the eyes of one; for it is thus, with the 
help of a guide, that the blind must walk. 

CREON: What is your news, aged Tiresias? 

TIRESIAS: I shall tell you, and you must obey the prophet. 
CREON: Well, I have not neglected your advice in the past. 
TIRESIAS: That is why you have steered the city on a straight 
course . 

CREON: I can testify from experience to the help you give. 
TIRESIAS: Take note that you are treading once more on a 

knife-edge of fortune. 
CREON: What do you mean? How I shudder at your words! 
TIRESIAS: You will learn when you hear the tokens that belong 
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to my craft. As I took my place in the ancient seat of 
augury, where I had a gathering-place for every kind of 
bird, I heard the unfamiliar noise of birds shrieking in 
evil and unintelligible frenzy. And I realised that they 
were tearing each other with murderous talons; for the 
whirring of their wings was all too expressive. At once 
in fear I made trial of burnt offerings at a blazing altar. 
But Hephaestus did not shine forth from the sacrifice; 
instead wet slime oozed from the thigh-bones onto the 
embers, and smoked and sputtered, and the gall was sprayed 
high in the air, and the dripping thighs lay bare of their 
covering of fat. I learned from this boy of these abortive 
prophecies from unrevealing rites; for he is my guide, 
as I am other men's. And it is your counsel that has 
brought this sickness onto the city. . . . Consider these 
things then, my son. Error is common to all mankind; but 
when one errs, that man is no longer thoughtless or 
luckless who remedies the evil he has incurred and does 
not remain immovable. Stubbornness merits charges of 
stupidity. But give way to the dead, and do not stab a 
fallen man. . . . 
CREON: Old man, you are like archers shooting at me as your 
target, and I am not left untried even by the seers among 
you; no by their tribe I have long been traded and treated 
as merchandise. ... I know well that no man has the power 
to pollute the gods. Even the very wise among mortals 
suffer shameful falls, aged Tiresias, when they speak 
shameful words fairly for the sake of profit 



Do you know that the man 

you speak of is your ruler? 
TIRESIAS: I know it; for it is through me that you saved this 

city and possess it. 
CREON; You are a skilful seer, but fond of doing wrong. 
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TIRESIAS: You will drive me to reveal the secrets locked in 
my breast. 

CREON: Unlock them, only without speaking for gain. 
TIRESIAS: Indeed, I think it will be so - as far as you are 
concerned . 

CREON: Be sure that you will not trade on my resolve. 

TIRESIAS: Then be you fully sure that you will not accomplish 
many rapid cycles of the sun before you have rendered up 
an offspring from your own loins, a corpse in exchange 
for corpses, because you have thrust below one of those 
above, arrogantly lodging a living creature in a tomb, 
and have kept here one of those below, a corpse 
dispossessed, dishonoured, impure. These are not your 
concern nor that of the gods above; you do them violence 
in treating them thus. For this there are savage spirits 
of punishment lying in wait for you, the Furies of Hades 
and of the gods, to see you caught up in these same evils. 
And look whether I speak these words for money; for the 
time is not far off when this will be made clear by the 
shrieking of men and women in your house. [Hatred 
convulses all the cities whose mangled bodies have 
received their funeral rites from dogs or wild beasts, 
or from some winged bird which has brought an impure smell 
to the city with its hearths.] Such, since you provoke 
me, are the arrows for your heart which I have shot at 
you, like an archer, in my anger - arrows surely aimed, 
whose sting you will not evade. . . . Boy, take me home, 
so that he may direct his anger at younger men, and learn 
to keep a quieter tongue and a better mind than the mind 
which now he bears. . . . [The boy leads Tiresias away. 
(original emphasis) ] 

CHORUS: The man has gone, lord, after making dreadful 
prophecies. And I know that, ever since I first bore this 
white hair in place of black, he has never yet uttered 
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a false prophecy to the city. (Brown, Andrew, translator, 
Sophocles: Antigone , Aris & Phillips, Warminster, 
Wiltshire, 1987, pages seventy three, seventy five, 
seventy seven, eighty one, eighty three, eighty five, 
103, 105, 107, 109 and 111) 



Appendix Two 

] he same men who praised love of the beautiful and the culture 
of the mind shared the deep ancient distrust of those 
arists and artisans who acutally fabricated the things 
which then were displayed and admired. The Greeks, though 
not the Romans, had a word for philistinism, and this 
word, curiously enough, derives from a word for artists 
and artisans . . . ; to be a philistine, a man of banausic 
spirit, indicated, then as today, an exclusively 
utilitarian mentality, an inability to think and to judge 
a thing apart from its function or utility. But the artist 
himself . . . was by no means excluded from the reproach 
of philistinism; on the contrary, philistinism was 
considered to be a vice most likely to occur in . . . 
fabricators and artists. To Greek understanding, there 
was no contradiction between . . . the love of the 
beautiful, and contempt for those who actually produced 
the beautiful. The mistrust and actual contempt of the 
artists arose from political considerations: fabrication 
of things, including the production of art, is not within 
the range of political activities; it even stands in 
oposition to them. The chief reason of the distrust of 
fabrication in all forms is that it is utilitarian by its 
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very nature. Fabrication, but not action or speech, 
always involves means and ends; in fact, the category of 
means and ends derives its legitimacy from the sphere of 
making and fabricating where a clearly recognizable end, 
the final product, determines and organises everything 
that plays a part in the process - the material, the tools, 
the activity itself, and even the persons participating 
in it; they all become mere means toward the end and they 
are justfied as such. Fabricators cannot help regarding 
all things as means to their ends or, as the case may be, 
judging all things by their specific utility. The moment 
this point of view is generalised and extended to other 
realms than that of fabrication it will produce the 
banausic mentality. And the Greeks rightly suspected that 
this philistinism threatens not only the political realm, 
as it obviously does because it will judge action by the 
same standards of utility which are valid for 
fabrication, demand that action obtain a pre-determined 
end and and that it be permitted to seize on all means 
likely to further this end; it also threatens the cultural 
realm itself because it leads to a devaluation of things 
as things which, if the mentality that brought them into 
being is permitted to prevail, will again be judged 
according to the standard of utility and thereby lose 
their intrinsic, independent worth, and finally 
degenerate into mere means. In other words, the greatest 
threat to the existence of the finished work arises 
precisely from the mentality which brought it into being. 
From which it follows that the standards and rules which 
must necessarily prevail in erecting and building and 
decorating the world of things in which we move, lose 
their validity and become positively dangerous when they 
are applied to the finished world itself. 



195 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 



Appendix Three 

The civil-law relationship between the debtor and his creditor 
. has been interpreted in an . . . exceedingly 
remarkable and dubious manner into a relationship in 
which to us modern men it seems perhaps least to belong: 
namely into the relationship between the present 
generation and its ancestors. . . . Within the original 
tribal community . . . the living generation always 
recognised a juridical duty toward earlier generations, 
and especially toward the earliest, which founded the 
tribe .... The conviction reigns that it is only through 
the sacrifices and accomplishments of the ancestors that 
the tribe exists - and that one has to pay them back with 
sacrifices and accomplishments: one thus recognises a 
debt that constantly grows greater, since these forebears 
never cease, in their continued existence as powerful 
spirits, to accord the tribe new advantages and new 
strength. . . . What can one give them in return? 
Sacrifices . . . , feasts, music, honours; above all, 
obedience - for all customs, as works of the ancestors, 
are also their statutes and commands: can one ever give 
them enough? This suspicion remains and increases; from 
time to time it leasds to a wholesale sacrifice, something 
tremendous in the way of repayment to the "creditor" . 

The fear of the ancestor and his power, the 
consciousness of indebtedness to him, increases, 
according to this logic, in exactly the same measure as 
the power of the trive itself increases, as the tribe 
itself grows ever more victorious, independent, 
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honoured, and feared. . . . Every step toward the decline 
of a tribe, every misfortune, every sign of degeneration, 
of coming disintegration always diminishes fear of the 
spirit of its founder and produces a meaner impression 
of his cunning, foresight, and present power. If one 
imagines this rude kind of logic carried to its end, then 
the ancestors of the most powerful tribes are bound 
eventually to grow to monstrous dimensions through the 
imagination of growing fear and to recede into the 
darkness of the divinely uncanny and unimaginable: in the 
end the ancestor must necessarily be transfigured into 
a god. Perhaps this is even the origin of gods, an origin 
therefore out of fear! . . . The advent of the Christian 
God, as the maximum god attained so far, was therefore 
accompanied by the maximum feeling of guilty indebtedness 
on earth. Presuming we have gradually entered upon the 
reverse course, there is no small probability that with 
the irresistible decline of faith in the Christian God 
there is now also a considerable decline in mankind' s 
feeling of guilt; indeed the prospect cannot be dismissed 
that the complete and definitive victory of atheism might 
fee manking of this whole feeling off guilty indebtedness 
toward its origin, its causa prima. Atheism and a kind 
of second innocence belong together. 



Appendix Four 

Although art, religion, and philosophy share the same 
universal content, their respective media differ. 
Speaking most broadly, the medium of art is sensation. 
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Art presents its content sensuously by means of human 
fabrications which, in ideal cases, exemplify a limited 
kind of perfection. These are artworks which, through 
their beauty, present perfection through sensation. The 
medium of religion is mental imagery, and its empirical 
content is given shape through internal pictures of "what 
is godlike." Last, the native realm of philosophy is pure 
conception , and its content is logically patterned in the 
dialectical form of "what is conceptual," or what Hegel 
calls "the concept." In art, religion, and philosophy, 
then, a constant universal human aspiration - the goal 
of complete self -development - is variously expressed in 
the form of perceivable external objects, empirically 
constituted mental images, and pure concepts. ... As 
one moves from art to religion to philosophy within 
Hegel's theory of human culture, one follows a 
progression from "sensation" to "conception" - a 
progression that is part of Hegel's intellectual 
inheritance from Plato. Just as Plato characterised the 
spiritual passage from ignorance to truth as a movement 
from a realm of sensation to the realm of pure conception, 
Hegel traces the passage of cultural expression from art, 
to religion, to philosophy as a movement that begins with 
the confusion and contingency of sense-perception and 
concludes with the clear precision and necessity of pure 
thought. Inspired by Plato, Hegel devalues sensation in 
favour of pure conception, and inevitably allows the 
spirit of Plato's own notorious devaluation of art to 
haunt his own theory. (Wicks, Robert, ^Hegel's 
Aesthetics: An Overview,' in Beiser, Frederick C, 
editor, The Cambridge Companion to Hegel, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, 1993, pages 351 and 352) 
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Appendix Five 

Not infrequently a new content may find expression in old 
forms; but it may also destroy the old forms with an almost 
explosive violence and bring new ones into existence. The 
Swiss critic Konrad Farner quotes Christian art during 
the period of later antiquity as an example of a new 
content temporarily borrowing old forms. This art, he 
writes, 

made use of old pagan forms to express a new, no longer 
pagan content. Christian artists had to use old 
forms in order to present the new content in 
the most direct way possible, since these forms 
corresponded to familiar ways of seeing - and 
the prime concern of the early Christians was 
to make the Christian message widely known, in 
order to create a new world. Generations of 
artists had to come and go before a new form 
corresponding to the new content was found, for 
new forms are not suddenly created, nor are 
they introduced by decree - which, 
incidentally, is also true of new contents. But 
let us be clear about it: the content, not the 
form, is always the first to be renewed; it is 
content that generates form, not vice versa; 
content comes first, not only in order of 
importance but also in time, and this applies 
to nature, to society, and therefore also to 
the arts. Wherever form is more important than 
content, it will be found that the content is 
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out of date. At the end of the Middle Ages it 
was scurrilous Gothic, [ 0] at the time of dying 
absolutism it was mannered Rococo, [ 0] and at 
the time of the decaying bourgeoisie it is 
empty abstraction. 

No one can deny that Christianity brought new ideas into the 
world. But we should not overlook the fact that, in the 
early centuries of our era, it belonged to antiquity even 
so far as its content was concerned. It competed with 
similar religions, such as the cults of Mithras, [ 0] 
Isis, [ 0] and Serapis [ 0] - religions which also went far 
outside local boundaries and attempted to satisfy the 
Roman Empire's thirst for religious unity. And 
Christianity, especially in its Alexandrian [ 0] version, 
was extremely anxious to establish itself as a movement 
within and to associate itself both with the arts and the 
philosophy of antiquity. (Bostock, Anna, translator, 
Ernst Fischer: The Necessity of Art: A Marxist Approach 
[Von der Notwendigkeit der Kunst] , Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth, Middlesex, 1963, pages 142 and 143, 
original emphasis) 

In order to save an outdated social content, the ruling class 
adopts protective postures towards old forms - although 
it is always prepared, at a critical moment, to abandon 
these in exchange for undisguised dictatorship. At the 
same time it tries to cast suspicion on new forms - which 
may not yet have attained full maturity - and so to damn 
the new social content. It is becoming more and more 
embarrassing to glorify or justify the old social content 
of capitalism with all its attendant disasters. And so 
the champions of capitalism now defend ^only' its social 
and political forms of expression. This tendency to 
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overlook the content, this emphasis laid on form as though 
it were the essential thing, indeed the only thing worthy 
of attention, has also affected a large section of the 
uneasy intelligentsia in the capitalist world and has 
brought into being the phenomenon of ^ formalism' in the 
sphere of the arts. This is not really a guestion of the 
means of artistic expression (for there can be objection 
to experimenting with new means) ; it is a guestion of the 
deeper, more general problem of ^formalism' as a 
phenomenon typical of social form no longer in keeping 
with the times, typical of the fact that a ruling class 
has outlived itself. (Bostock, Anna, translator, Ernst 
Fischer: The Necessity of Art: A Marxist Approach [Von 
der Notwendigkeit der Kunst] , Penguin Books, 
Harmondsworth, Middlesex, 1963, page 130) 



Appendix Six 

When Thebes at length stood firm one might 
have guessed 
That Cadmus [ 0] in his banishment was blessed: 
Happy with child of Mars[ 0] and Venus [ 0] wed; 
Happy with children of such mother bred: 
In sons and daughters did his race endure, 
With grandsons tall to make succession sure. 

But wise the word: "Await the end: let none be counted happy 
till his days are done." 
A grandson first it was (while prospering so 
His fortune seemed) that proved a cause of woe, 
When horns belying nature crowned his head, 
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And staghounds lapped the blood their master 
shed . 

Who weighs his deed will find no crime therein, 
But fate made error pay the price of sin. 

There stood a hill where many a beast had 
bled, 

And here through trackless wastes, the hunt was 
led. 

When noon made short the shadows, and the sun 
Was in midheaven, with half his course to run, 
The Theban prince addressed his faithful band, 
And in contented tones thus gave command: 
"Full fortune, friends, has crowned the day: each 
net, 

Each hunting-spear with blood of beasts is wet. 
When next the dawn, in car of crocus hue, 
Leads in the day, take we the trail anew; 
But now the sun x twixt coast and coast attains 
His midmost height, and cracks the parching 
plains . 

Then strike the nets, while Phoebus [ 0] shows his 
power . " 

His men obeyed and gave repose its hour. 

Within a vale, Gargaphie, [ 0] cypress made 
With prickly pine a dense and sacred shade, 
Kilted Diana ' s[ 0] haunt; and in the wood, 
Far in a secret glade, a grotto stood; 
Where nature mimicked art, and tufa soft 
And living pumice raised an arch aloft. 
To right a whispering spring, thin trickling, 
brimmed 

A limpid pool, with grassy margent rimmed. 
Tired from the chase, the goddess freshened here 
Her maiden limbs with water dewy-clear; 
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And passing with her nymphs the archway low, 
To one, who squired her, gave her slackened bow, 
Her dart, her quiver; and to one her cloak, 
Which she with ready arm extended took. 
Two free her feet; while Theban Crocale's[ 0] care, 
With art more expert, knots the straying hair. - 
Her own hangs loose. - Five maidens more there 
be : 

Hyale, [ 0] Nephele, [ 0] and Phiale, [ 0] 

Psecas, [ 0] and Rhanis, [ 0] who the water fling 

Dipped in capacious vessels from the spring. 



Appendix Seven 

[N]ot all Athenian men died in battle, but every epitaph shows in 
one way or another that the city would always remember the qualities 
of the dead man [emphasis added] . Not all Athenian women died in 
their beds, but it was always left to the husband, or at least to 
the family, to preserve the memory of the dead woman. ... At the 
level of social expectations, the city, in effect, had no comment 
to make on a woman' s death, even if she was as perfect as she could 
be. A woman was allowed no accomplishments beyond leading an 
exemplary existence, quietly as wife and mother alongside a man who 
lived the life of a citizen. Quietly [ ]-[ ] this at any rate was the 
life that Pericles recommended, in his funeral speech, to the widows 
of Athenians fallen in battle. The glory (kleos) [original emphasis] 
of men lived on, carried to the ears of posterity by the thousand 
voices of renown. The glory of a woman had no spokesman but her 
husband, ever since Penelope [ 0] stated that only the return of 
Ulysses [ 0] would revive her diminished kleos [original emphasis] 
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{Odyssey [original emphasis] XIX. 124-128) . It was the husband who, 
after the death of his wife, would be the repository of her memory. 
If she survived her husband, it was for a woman not to get herself 
talked about among men, in terms of either praise or blame [emphasis 
added] . The glory of a woman was to have no glory. 2 [° ri< ? inal endnote] 

2. Thucydides II. 45. 2, a remark that has been commented on and 
discussed ad infinitum, starting with Plutarch, who, at the 
beginning of De mulierum virtutibus, attacks such an idea. But 
Plutarch, who sees in feminine virtues *a good deal of historical 
exposition, ' belongs to an era in which the literary genres were less 
centered on the city than in classical times, and so there was room 
for women's participation in history. 



Appendix Eight 



Coriolanus /~° to the senators of Rome] : x . . . What may be sworn 

by, both divine and human, 
Seal what I end withal! 0 This double worship, 
Where one part does disdain with cause, the other 
Insult without 0 all reason; where gentry, 0 title, 
wisdom 

Cannot conclude 0 but by the yea and no 
Of general ignorance - it must omit 0 
Real necessities, and give way the while 
To unstable slightness. 0 Purpose so barred, 0 it 
follows 

Nothing is done to purpose. Therefore, beseech 



204 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 

you - 

You that will be less fearful than discreet; 0 
That love the fundamental part of state 0 
More than you doubt 0 the change on't; that prefer 
A noble life before a long, and wish 
To jump 0 a body with a dangerous physic 0 
That's sure of death without it - at once pluck 
out 

The multitudinous tongue; 0 let them not lick 
The sweet which is their poison. Your dishonour 
Mangles true judgement, and bereaves the state 
Of that integrity 0 which should become' t; 
Not having the power to do the good it would, 
For th' ill which doth control' t.° 



What should the people do with 

these bald 0 
tribunes, 

On whom depending, their obedience fails 

To th' greater bench? 0 In a rebellion, 

When what's not meet, but what must be, was law, 

Then were they chosen; in a better hour 

Let what is meet be said it must be meet, 0 

And throw their power i' th' dust.' 

(Brower, Reuben, editor, The Tragedy of Coriolanus by William 

Shakespeare, [ 0] New American Library, New York, New York, 
1966, pages 122 to 124, emphasis added [the symbol 0 refers 
to an entry in Brower' s glossary, which - together with 
his interpretation of the above passage - is quoted below] 

. . . withal with . . . without beyond . . . gentry gentle 
birth . . . conclude decide . . . omit overlook . . . 
unstable slightness unsteady trifling . . . Purpose so 

barred when the intention (of charting a policy in 
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advance) is so thwarted . . . less fearful than discreet 
i. e., more prudent than fearful . . . fundamental part 

of state basic constitution of the government . . . doubt 
fear . . . jump risk harming . . . physic medicine, 
treatment . . . multitudinous tongue (the voice of the 

'Hydra, ' the tribuneship) . . . integrity wholeness . . 
. control' t overpower it . . . bald trivial (pun) . . . 
th' greater bench i. e. the senate ... it must be meet 

that it must be fitting (Brower, Reuben, editor, The 
Tragedy of Coriolanus by William Shakespeare, New 

American Library, New York, New York, 1966, pages 122 to 
124, emphasis added); [b] y this point in the play the 
noble life is not only being equated with the Meeds of 
Coriolanus, ' but with the ironic qualifications of his 
pride. y A "noble" life' on his lips can be taken by the 
tribunes and [the] people simply as x the life of the 
nobles, the senate.' Coriolanus' [s] plea for the 
'fundamental part of state, ' his concern for the 
'integrity' of the body-politic seemingly echoes 
Menenius' [s 0] fable; but 'to pluck out [ ]/[ ] The 
multitudinous tongue, ' to eliminate the tribunes, is 
effectively to deny the people, is effectively to deny 
the people any part in the government. Coriolanus does 
not want a 'blended' voice, but only one. He alone, he 
half implies, is the proper voice of the state. He is 
making this plea, he says, in the interest of avoiding 
'confusion. ' The hero who pleads for order, who fears 
revolution, speaks revolutionary doctrines [,] and [he] 
nearly starts one. He of course intends a 
counterrevolution; but he very nearly sets a true popular 
revolution under way. . . . The metaphor that runs through 
Coriolanus' [s] speech is the familiar medical one of the 
play (used once, but only once, by Plutarch [ 0] ) : he offers 
'a dangerous physic, ' and in his view he is the health 
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of the state. But to the tribune Sicinius [ * [h]e's a 
disease that must be cut away' (III. i. 293). Menenius 
accepts the implication, but [he] proposes x a cure' 
rather than 'surgery.' He would proceed by x the humane 
way' of compromise; that is, by Chapman' s[ 0] (and 
Plutarch's) way of 'humane government.' But the fatality 
of Coriolanus' [s] nature [ ]-[ ]his pride and 'choler, ' 
his lack of temperance [ ] - [ ] carries him on to destroy 
what he thinks he is saving . . . (Brower, Reuben, editor, 
The Tragedy of Coriolanus by William Shakespeare, New 
American Library, New York, New York, 1966, pages xxxviii 
and xxxix) 
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Appendices 

[on soft and hard {Enlightenment}, Eurydice, light and dark, 
rationality and superstition, see Goldhill, Simon, Reading Greek 

Tragedy; see also margin notes and other notes for suggestions for 
conclusion; introduction might cover some other Greek plays as well 
as Kierkegaard and Nietzsche; conclusion should cover private 
dimension of death, what it meant at the dawn of romanticism, images 
of nature, beasts, domination by 'science' , et cetera) 

The family is an enclave of divine law within the temporal world, 
an enclave wherein the woman as 'the concrete embodiment of 
crime' CCCX111 has safe sanctuary. But although, therefore, Mt]he 
family is the internal foe of the antique State' CCCX1V (and antique 
is here not to be understood as an evaluative epithet but, rather, 
as a label denoting the fifth century before Christ cccxw ) , its 
preservation is assured by the state's recognition of its own 
dependence on the regeneration of its military-political resources 
by the family, CCCXV1 on account of which x the state, even in the moment 
of conflict, will "concede divine honours" to the domestic, 
ethically private dimension of existence, ' CCCXV11 will tolerate the 
family as a x staatsfreier Bezirk' within the sphere of its own 
jurisdiction . CCCXV111 However, while the insight that the family is 
indispensable to, because constitutive of, the state also by virtue 
of its role in the care of its ancestors is less immediate in the 
force of its conviction, it is all the same equally undeniable. The 
former circumstance is undeniable on account of the patent evidence 
in the form of the family' s offspring, and the latter circumstance 
is a logical corollary of the former. The perpetuity of the state, 
which makes it prior to the family, is the reward of procreation, 
which in its turn is carried on by the compulsion of desire, an 
instinctive force that creates life as much as other instinctive 
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forces - , unconscious appetites' CCCX1X - extinguish its physical 
remnants, and '[t]he family . . . puts its own action in their 
place, ' cccxx that is, in the place also of desire, which it 'weds' 
to the sentiment of love just as it 'weds the blood-relation to the 
bosom of the earth . ' CCCXX1 in this 'action' the family confers on its 
offspring what it does not have itself, that is, the halo of culture 
with which a state' s legitimacy is built by its youth as it comes 
of age and is admitted into citizenship or entrusted with the 
responsibility of carrying forward the family's role in nurturing 
the nuclei of culture. The family, in other words transfigures the 
links between nature and culture in that it absorbs within itself 
the stigma which the state's ultimate dependence on 'unconscious 
appetites' CCCXX11 implies, but, also, the family sublates this 
circumstance in that it itself 'possesses in the community its 
substance and enduring being .' CCCXX111 And just as the family thus 
mediates to the state the divine law in which it 'possesses . . . 
its power and authentication, ' CCCXX1V so it also parallels in the 
pattern of its own existence the function which war has for the 
state. While namely 'war . . . [is] . . . the 
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necessary discipline and highest function of citizens , ' cccxxv 
wherein the state manifests its own cultural being and at once 
distinguishes it from the 'mere . . . natural being' CCCXXV1 to which 
individual life potentially degenerates, so death is the foremost 
and ultimate obligation of a man in his family role in that it 
furnishes his kin 'with its ancestral pantheon, its household 
Lares. ,CCCXXV11 The ancestral pantheon is the final station of man, 
in which he, having made his contribution to the collective, 
political purpose, reverts to ' pure being , death' CCCXXV1 11 and is thus 
once again conjoined, through love, with the natural being of his 
family, the source of his individual life that he has actualised in 
the state. And by virtue of its existence through the '"work" which 
the individual . . . has undertake [n] ... on its behalf ,' CCCXX1X that 
is, the assertion of the polity in war, the ancestral pantheon 
becomes for the family more than just a profane source from which 
it emanates in a mere causal and sequential sense - it becomes a 
symbol of the family's divine function in the edifice of culture. 
Correspondingly, war is not the mere causal and sequential end of 
the state but it is the image of its divine inspiration. Through the 
sentiment of familial love, war and the ancestral pantheon are 
brought into a dialectical relationship, hallowed by the rites of 
burial and hero worship just as the battle itself, that would 
otherwise 'be an intolerable slaughter, ' cccxxx blasphemous like the 
gory mangling of corpses by 'unconscious appetites .' CCCXXX1 

'The family is the internal foe of the antique state' CCCXXX11 because 
it represents an order that, in the logic of its existence parallel 
to the state, makes the latter' s character as a temporal and 
particular phenomenon manifest and hence denies it its potential 
claim to the absolute rightness of its laws. And each state is of 
course particular in relation not only to the divine realm, out of 
whose popular conceptualisation CCCXXX111 it derives its own raison 
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d'etre and legitimacy, but also to other states versus which it 
continually has to assert its sovereignty, which is the sublimation 
of the individual wills of its citizens. The actual state is no less 
inherently indictable than the family, CCCXXX1W x yet regardless of its 
degree of imperfection, a state is such only in so far as it realises 
in its actual historical being the Idea, or the principle, of the 
state, ' cccxxxv and it is in this endeavour in which it can root its 
claim that it has divine sanction. It is however the family that, 
in the timelessness of its function, in the regularity of its 
reproductive activities, originally provides the image of an 
organism that is complete in itself and obeys its own rules cccxxxvl 
on which the Idea of the state is modelled, because it is in fact 
the family which, by putting its own action in the place of 
nature, CCCXXXV11 demonstrates its supremacy over unpolitical, because 
indiscriminate, forces and thus asserts its place in the political 
world of culture. And hence it is only by derivation that the state 
can aspire to this image of being an organic and therefore 
self -validating fixture in the firmament of culture: The state's 
lease in the world of culture is grounded in the x work' which the 
family does on its behalf (as much as the 
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continuity of the family is assured by the 'work' that the individual 
does for it in dying and thereby furnishing it with its ancestral 
pantheon CCCXXXV111 ) . This 'work' consists in the ideological service 
that In the funerary ceremony the family renders to the state an 
ideological service by clothing its practical actions on the 
occasion of death in the guise of ritual and by hence permitting the 
state its pretension that its foundations are natural only in the 
representations of folklore and myth, not in reality . CCCXXX1X In this 
ideological process the self-effacement of women for the glory of 
men cccxl is thus paralleled in the family's escorting of the deceased 
to his final resting place and in the family's ritual administration 
of the separation of the soul from the body and the flesh from the 
bones on behalf of the state, by which the state is enabled to raise 
itself to the status of an abstract and universal entity whose 
principles permeate its constitutive elements, that is, also the 
family, rather than vice versa. cccxl1 The family shoulders the 
inherent indictability of the state and makes it its own. The ideal 
of the state is made sacrosanct by a purging from it of its historic 
specificity, which is at once its imperfection, in that this is 
associated with its individual citizens at the time of their death 
and in that the care of their remains is unequivocally assigned to 
the family, whereas any public ceremonial in honour of a fallen 
soldier honours him as an individual and the limited historical end 
to which he gave his life only secondarily, whereas it primarily 
reaffirms the (Hegelian) ideology which portrays self-sacrifice for 
the state as coterminous with the interest of the individual 
concerned . 

The ideological benefit that accrued to the state from the 
ritualistic disposal of corpses by the family is of course vitally 
connected with the material-economic pillars of the state, that is, 
of the actual state in which the idea of the state is given its 
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temporal embodiment. In other words, while on the one hand funerary 
rituals obviously are formalised expressions of private grief at the 
departure of a relative, this purpose does on the other hand not 
suffice to justify them in Hegel's model of the state; if it did, 
the custom of burial and its embroiderments by expressions of piety, 
indeed any current notions of x piety' themselves, would be entirely 
irrational, arbitrary and impulsive flashes of personal sentiment, 
mirages of spiritual energy inexplicably emerging out of 
themselves, whereas the state would stand aloof and isolated from 
the responses of its citizens to the death of another citizen - the 
state would be particular , in this case not on account of its 
historical specificity, but on account of its apparent partisan 
character, its separateness from its citizens. It is however also 
one of the functions of funerary activities to concern themselves, 
in a ritualistic-symbolic manner as the occasion of death demands, 
with the relationships of citizens with one another in civic 
society, and more indirectly with the structuration of civic society 
in the state for the end of politics. While namely burial customs 
are in one way formalised reflections on the experience of 
separation , the anodyne notions 
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of passage and continuity, and of family re-union in the nether 
world, with which the family consoles itself for the loss of a 
relative in the present, in so far as they conjure a link between 
the family and the nether world, logically also imply a parallel 
connection between the family and the state within which it 
functions . 

While the family therefore expects for its ideological service to 
the state a material dividend and so (notwithstanding its eternal 
principle) makes itself a historically specific component of the 
political edifice, the state, conversely, sanctifies its own 
material-temporal embodiment by projecting this principle onto the 
divine realm, by way of the offering of sacrifices - colonnaded 
temples and fattenend livestock - to the gods. It is true that 
x [n] either finely roofed houses, nor the stones of well-built walls, 
nor even canals and dockyards make up the polis ...[,]... but 
men, ,cccxl11 yet at the same time the two relationships - between men 
and the polis and between the polis and the gods - which together 
make up the idea of the state, are underpinned by material symbols , 
and so the burial customs which the family cultivates replicate and 
corroborate the aforementioned notion of reciprocity. Whereas the 
state, as an abstract concept, transcends the shortlived material 
interests of individuals, and, in reality, through its end of war, 
indeed Meals in earnest with the vanity of temporal goods and 
concerns, ' 000x1111 it at once serves its citizens as a vehicle for the 
realisation of the ^good life' by protecting, with its laws, the 
stake the citizens have in the present through their property. Each 
citizen's private property allows him to x enjoy a sense of 
personality: ' cccxllv 

A person has as his substantive end the right of 
putting his will into any and every thing and thereby 
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making it his, because it has no such end in itself 
and derives its destiny and soul [only] from his will. 
This is the absolute right of appropriation which man 
has over all "things, " xCCCxlv 



and 'hence it is the duty of the state to respect the right of the 
citizen to his property . ' cccxlvi it is in the sentiment by which 
citizens are attached to their personal property wherein 'culture' 
germinates, and because the state is the epitome of 'culture' - and 
is distinguished by it from 'the bestial in the systematisation of 
things' cccxlv11 - '[r]espect for property . . . is, for Hegel, 
inseparable from religious belief .' cccxlw111 Hence the funeral serves 
not only pious functions but also, quite overtly, the end of 
re-regulating property relations that have been upset by the death 
of a citizen. This process of re-regulation addresses several 
distinct factors in men's relationship with their property, namely, 
in particular, the chronological factor of the timespan within which 
this re-regulation takes place; the ideological factor of the fate 
of the property itself - that is, whether it is re-allocated or 
destroyed - and what this suggests for its political significance, 
and the functional question of 
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who is involved in the process and who has a title to the deceased' s 
estate. The chronological factor underscores the need in civic 
society for a culturally appropriate definition of death which 
encompasses not just the absence of (natural) life but also of the 
absence of a stake in the polity. This factor hence takes account 
of the incongruence of social death and physical death and thus sets 
the death of human beings apart from the death of other 
creatures ; cccxllx the sentiments which link human life to property, 
to culture, and to the state are thereby emphasised. The idea that 
the re-regulation of property relations needs time, that it takes 
place within a timespan which is somehow demarcated, corresponds to 
the distinction between social death and physical death. In 
connection with the political and religious significance of 
property, therefore, there arises the imperative to make sense of 
the divergence between the termination of a citizen' s political 
activity and 'the calm of simple universality' cccl into which he 
'raise [s] . . . himself out of the unrest of the accidents of 
life,' cccl1 namely political activity, in death: the two have to be 
harmonised . cccl11 And so the basis for the concept of liminality as 
the chronological passage between the different manifestations of 
death, or for the idea that a citizen may successively experience 
a primary and secondary * deaths,' is given. 

Allusions to the idea that 'mere' physical life has no place in the 
polity because it has not legitimate links with the material symbols 
of culture abound in Antigone. Antigone herself appears to accept 
that she has no standing in the citizens' deliberations about her 
punishment for the burial of Polynices: 'Take courage . . . [she says 
to her sister Ismene] . . . you live, but my spirit has perished long 
since, so that I might serve the dead. ' cccl111 j_ n saying this Antigone 
corroborates the understanding that human life is cultural life, 
because it embodies itself through ^spirit' in material symbols (but 
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there is also a suave irony in Antigone' s agreement to exit from the 
polity on this ground as it shrewdly disregards her exclusion on the 
conventional ground of her gender) . Later, Creon concurs with her 
when he says about her to Ismene: 'Do not speak of her as present. 
She no longer exists . ' cccllv And to this 'social death' corresponds 
'social life, ' as one might call the 'power' of the dead that they 
were deemed to have not only in close proximity of their graves but 
also in the days and weeks after their death - specifically upon 
their surviving relatives ccclw The process of re-regulating property 
relations, therefore, was an essential corollary to the political 
re-adjustment that also had to follow upon the death of a citizen 
and which principally had as its object the preservation of the 
principle that the citizens were the polis ccclvi and that there could 
be no incongruence between their individual wills and their 
collective political will, a principle that was potentially 
undermined by the posthumous individual interests of a deceased 
citizen as, in death, he had returned into the orbit of the family. 
To conjure, therefore, a person's presence whe he has died or his 
absence when he 'yet lives' ccclv11 ± s a characteristic emotional 
reaction to death, and 
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, as well as in the days and weeks after their death 

are applied to the extend not only from the family to the nether 
world, 

The symbolism that was inherent in the burial practices of ancient 
Greece corroboratively served to determine the specific meaning 
that ^separation' assumed in this context and to establish its 
eschatological function. One important aspect of the funerary 
ritual in ancient Greece was its concern with the notion of passage, 
and it was in part the need to reconcile the ideas of passage and 
separation by which the occurrence of death came to be associated 
with the spectre of pollution, a term that in its turn takes on a 
peculiar significance in its association with death. 



Tending to the corpse of a deceased person made those whose task this 
was doubly exposed to the exacting scrutiny of the gods because for 
the duration of the funerary period - the time that elapsed between 
the moment of death of the deceased person and the burial of the 
corpse - the condition of liminality , ''the stage where the soul [of 
the deceased] is very much betwixt and between' ccclv111 - symbolically 
extended to them in so far as the notion of a passage of the deceased 
person from the world of the living to the world of the dead on which 
he was partly accompanied by his close relatives in the ceremony of 
burial logically also placed the living who partook in this passage, 
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albeit only in ritual in this intermediate category. The solemnity 
of the ritual, in turn, demanded that the continuing journey of the 
deceased person to this destination in Hades was reflected in the 
mourning of his close living relatives who 



Statecraft as Worship, Treason as Blasphemy 

Separation and Continuity, et cetera 
Statecraft as Worship, Treason as Blasphemy 
Mortals as Proxies of Gods and Fallen Heroes 
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Posthumous Vengeance: No Glory Without Nemesis? 
Modes of Departure 

But in the corpse of Polynices a challenge to this ancient world view 
arises, a challenge which probes the consistency of the principle 
of reciprocity between men and gods [and for this reason new 
perspectives on blasphemy and honour, new heading below] , and the 
awkward possibility that an action which pleases one god will offend 
another god presents itself as a destructive predicament. It is a 
predicament that is as destructive to the harmony between men and 
gods as putrefaction is to the balanced polarity between nature and 
culture . 

One object of Creon, in decreeing that last respects, in the form 
of mourning and burial, are to be denied to Polynices, is to exercise 
the state's prerogative of retribution as a response to the crime 
of treason. As however the state's legitimate claim to this 
substitute for redress is frustrated by the traitor' s death, by 
seeking to pursue him beyond his death Creon violates the divine 
dispensation. His prerogative of retribution ceases where the 
judgement of the deceased by the gods of the nether world begins . cccllx 



Even if Creon were right in dismissing Antigone' s defence that she 
buried Polynices because x Hades desires these rites, ' ccclx and it is 
the hitherto unchallenged custom of letting the corpses of traitors 
rot in open air that gives Creon' s dismissal of Antigone' s defence 
its semblance of legitimacy, he nonetheless is culpable in as far 
as he exceeds his temporal authority by attempting, in the place of 
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Hades, to pass judgement on Polynices posthumously. Creon' s vain and 
impetuous obsession with this endeavour whittles away his stature 
not only vis-a-vis his subjects but also vis-a-vis the gods by whose 
favour he is entitled to respect in his present position; as a result 
the devotion that Creon aims to show to the gods on behalf of Thebes 
is tarnished, and the title of Thebes to the blessing of the gods 
for the conduct of its affairs is imperilled. 

However, moving on from the notions of judgement and retribution to 
those of purity and honour, it is clear that - before the background 
of Polynices' death - the blight of his corpse confounds both Creon 
and Thebes in these regards too. Had Polynices survived his assault 
on Thebes, then - by the means of punishment - the citizens' sense 
that they have defended themselves on the basis of provident right 
against aggression from abroad could have been restored to them. And 
had, on the other hand, Eteocles survived, then he might have 
posthumously made good his own past perfidy vis-a-vis his fallen 
brother without offending the citizens (and, in particular, their 
idea of piety ccclxi ) by magnanimously permitting the burial of the 
corpse; the convention would not have been profaned by this 



228 



Dimensions of Death and Burial 



exceptional departure from it because it is through the convention 
of leaving fallen traitors unburied that in such a unique situation 
this gesture of posthumous magnanimity might have become possible 
and as such justifiable. But, perhaps more than piety, it was human 
awe of Hades, 'who "overlooks everything with his recording 
mind, " ■* ccclx11 and of Zeus, whose power no 'human transgression can 
check, ' 0001x111 which made the belief that ' [o]ne generation does not 
release another' 000lxiv a holy truth that did not merely deter from 
the possibility of discretion in the administration of burial rites 
but clearly made the idea of discretion as such so sacrilegious that 
it was not entertained in the first place. 



the recurs in the reflections on rights and duties which permeate 
Antigone and the other works in the genre of ancient Greek tragedy. 
Hegel saw religion and 'pure consciousness' as one, but in the 
absence of an understanding of their identical character on the part 
of common men, the positive break with nature which Hegel's 
normative conception of the modern state represented in theory (and 
which in his view had been inchoately achieved in the polis of 
ancient Greece) was dependent upon an image of a workable and 
plausible modus vivendi between the realms of God and of man . Hegel' s 
contemporaries might have realised such an imaginary modus vivendi 
if they had not estranged themselves from religion by permitting 
their notion of it to be subsumed in Christianity and by in turn 
regarding Christianity as the actual substance of religion, hence 
availing Christianity to the ruling elites as the vehicle for their 
ideology by failing to see Christianity, more appropriately, as 
' only [a] sign ... on the path to God.' ccclxv However, as culture, 
in the form of Christianity, thus intervened between men and true 
religion, that is, religion as it is 'pure consciousness, ' the 
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manipulation of the popular idea of religion and the consequent 
assignation of religion to a separate, artificial realm, one that 
was neither the realm of God nor the realm of man, was politically 
opportune and therefore not surprisingly exploited for temporal 
ends. The Christian religion thus was mere superstition, an 
adulteration of real religion, and as such it served its propagators 
in their objective of alienating people from their own consciousness 
and of thereby making them the subject of the 'consciousness' of the 
elite that was purportedly inspired by 'the longed-for 
"beyond, " ■* ccclxvi a totem that was as politically expedient as it was 
spurious. The spirit of 'rationality' which the Enlightenment 
brought to prominence did nothing but to cement this false division 
between religion and pure consciousness; by absurdly making the 
former subject to the scrutiny of the latter it put 'rationality' 
on a par with and in the place of superstition. In contrast, for 
although in the polytheist mythology of which the art of Sophocles 
and his contemporaries is a record the 'concordance' ccclxv11 between 
culture and heaven which Hegel eulogised in his analysis of the era 
was also partly imagined, 
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the imagined contract between Gods and men in ancient Greece was not 
systematically exploited and distorted by identifiable sections of 
society at the expense of other sections. Among the factors which 
account for this difference between Hegel's and Sophocles' periods 
in the extent to which a faith underpinned an ideology may be that 
the Greek city states had less complex and more eguitable political 
structures, as well as smaller territories, than the states of 
Enlightenment Europe and that therefore the citizens of, for 
example, Thebes, had a greater sense of common identity than those 
of, for example, Louis XVI' s France (considering also that external 
challenges to the respective state had a more immediate effect on 
the former's citizens than on the latter' s) : Consequently it can be 
assumed that stimuli for the ideological distortion of faith were 
weaker in antiquity than in the more recent period. At the same time, 
however, it was also in the nature of ancient Greek religious beliefs 
that, unlike Christianity, they did not lend themselves to being 
harnessed as a whole for political ends, because notions of 
precedence among the gods and of the unreliability and indeed 
mischievousness of gods were a corollary of the polytheist faith, 
and as such they ensured that claims in the names of one god could 
invariably be qualified with claims in the names of other gods. Thus, 
while of course also in Thebes political capital was made out of the 
assumed will of the gods (as the dialogues in Antigone show) , this 
practice did not have then, as it did in the Enlightenment, its own 
momentum, but it was, rather, an ad hoc device which allowed 
interpretations of ancient Greek religious mythology to be 
corroborative of different political sentiments which were not 
consistently those with which the state concurred. Because of this 
the ancient Greek mythology could retain its character and vitality 
as a folk religion which, in the way in which it was sincerely shared 
by all, could suggest to Hegel the unity of religion and 'pure 
consciousness' of which he wrote. 
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Notwithstanding these observations, however, it is still patently 
evident that there was in ancient Greece some kind of tacit 
x arrangement ' between men and gods which at least shared appearances 
with the conception of the divinely sanctioned feudal order that was 
brought down by the French Revolution and that was driven by 
suppositions about "God' s universal plan on earth, so that the 
hierarchy of feudal relations held its authority not by any will in 
the present world, but by the will of God. " ccclxviii Unlike in the model 
of the feudal polity, however, wherein the (temporal) political 
structures ^constituted [themselves as] a network of relations 
under God [and wherein] God sat on the throne that would later be 
brought down to earth in the form of the absolutist monarch, ' ccclxix 
the ancient Greek idea of the relationship between the divine realm 
and the temporal realm, between heaven and culture, emphasised a 
notion of ^bargaining' between the one and the other, of a 
partnership rather than of a hierarchy. Creon' s reference to the 
votive offerings which Polynices had set out to defile is in keeping 
with the ideas of a pact between gods and men in which the 
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legitimacy of the political order is a feature of its 
^accreditation' to the divine edifice and of the good fortunes of 
the state being a return from the gods for sacrifices and atonement, 
and hence the polis was not regarded as a bequest from the gods of 
which its rulers had to show themselves worthy by a form of ^good 
husbandry,' that is, imitation of the gods, as might be argued for 
the feudal monarchies, but, rather, as a joint possession . ccclxx 



[check on possible duplication in part two of reciprocity argument 
in part one] 



Out of this arises the force 



to which Creon's prohibition of the burial of Polynices is 
testimony, acquiring citizenship without the qualification of 



as much as the dead may be doubly dead, so the living may be dead 



vengeance and honour 
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in the emphasis on the idea that the bond by which society cohered 
was given by men's ^lineal descent from the dead. ' ccclxxi it is this 
notion of lineal descent, in turn, of which Hegel availed himself 
to reaffirm the status of the family as the nucleus of the political 
realm, because in the act of burial the family , makes . . . [the 
deceased] ... a member of a community which prevails over and holds 
under control the forces of particular material elements and the 
lower forms of lif e, ccclxx11 and which is a ^presiding part of the 



Citizenship and Honour 



However, before . . . 
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Status and Exclusion 



In the present context the ritual of burial serves as an element of 
public life in ancient Greece which demonstrates the continuity of 
the concept of citizenship from then to Hegel's day. Death as a 
biological fact, on the other hand, has a quite separate 
significance both in terms of how it was perceived by people in the 
fifth century before Christ and in the eighteenth century, and in 
terms of possible parallels between these popular perceptions in the 
two periods. Although of course death demands the public response 
of burial, the experience of death and its anticipation are 
profoundly personal, and the ritualistic interaction between, 
respectively, the living and the deceased, and the wider community 
and the bereaved, as expressed in funerary customs, can only be 
symbolic. Antigone's composure in the face of her prospective death 
shows that she was quite free from any burden of anxiety, and in this 
she epitomises the individual attitude to death which was 
characteristic of her time, x a basic, almost "natural 
[attitude] . . . which was "almost unchanged for thousands of years 
a naive and spontaneous acceptance of destiny and 
nature" ■* ccclxxiv j_ n which she was strengthened by her faith, because 
she says: X I shall have to spend more time pleasing those below than 
those here, for there I shall lie for ever . ' ccclxxv (And later it is 
also not so much the imminence of her own death but rather the notion 
that an opportunity for the procreation of new life is forfeited that 
fills her with horror . ) The popular reaction to Antigone' s impending 
death, however, which Haemon conveys to his father as he says that 
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he 'can hear in the darkness how the city mourns for this girl . . 
. [because she] ... is dying the worst of deaths for the most 
glorious of deeds, ' ccclxxvi ± s distinctly romantic in its vivid 
imagination of the contrasts between her beauty and the cruelty of 
her fate, and between her noble conscience that is concerned with 
the integrity of the family and the raw selfishness that she has to 
confront in Creon, who is driven by a cheap notion of his own image. 
And it is through Hegel's model of the family that a connection 
between the seemingly different concepts of citizenship in ancient 
Greece and in post-1789 France is given, because the idea of the 
modern bourgeois state and of its emphasis on the political weight 
of the individual , which was ushered in by the French Revolution, 
is preempted (in Hegel's analysis) by the family: x [T]he individual 
in the Family is primarily related to the Family as a whole, and not 
by ties of love and sentiment to its particular members .' ccclxxv11 'The 
positive ccclxxv111 End peculiar to the Family is the individual as 
such, fCCClxxix and this is Antigone's message to Hegel in her quest 
for the burial of Polynices. Her rationale is informed by the 
universality - in time and in space - of the family (which, through 
force of circumstance, she has to represent) , and she sets it against 
and above Creon' s rationale which is concerned with the narrow 
interests of Thebes and, later, with his own even narrower 
interests . 
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Just as procreation is ambiguously situated between nature and 
culture, so also is death. However, while procreation belongs 
properly into the private sphere of the family because its ultimate 
benefit to the state in supplying it with soldiers is merely 
contingent, death cannot be so neatly associated with either the 
state or the family. The occurrence of death concentrates the minds 
of relatives and citizens, and accordingly an analysis which takes 
account of the significance of death in both its private and public 
dimensions is required. Logically, death as an event in the life of 
a human being falls into the domain of the family as much as 
procreation, because both death and procreation are at the seam of 
nature and culture ccclxxx over which the family presides. As much as 
the family prepares its offspring for public duties and thus serves 
as a passage from nature to culture for each individual, so ' [i]t 
is [also] concerned with individuality raised out of the unrest and 
change of life into the universality of death; ' ccclxxxi that is, it 
also accompanies (but then only symbolically, after his death) an 
individual on his journey back to nature, x i. e. the Family exists 
to promote the cult of the dead. ' ccclxxxii 



it must be separated from the living, but it must also remain 
separated, at least symbolically, from nature, from scavenging dogs 
and birds . ccclxxx111 A The idea that a deceased is owed posthumous 
respect is common to both antiquity and the Enlightenment, but the 
honour which may thus be accorded to a citizen after his death admits 
of gradation, and so death, too, becomes an object of vain vying 
among men for the status that it may potentially confer or confirm. 
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But it is important to distinguish here between death and burial. 
Both have their own separate significance in regard to the issue of 
honour, but the subject is complicated by the frequent metonymical 
use of Meath' for burial and for all the sentiments and customs that 
accompany by tradition but not necessity the occurrence of death. 
That aspect of a family's and the public's response to someone's 
death which goes beyond the minimum response of hygienic disposal 
of the corpse serves to indicate a deceased's status, and the 
elaborateness of the burial rituals, the conscientiousness in their 
observance, thus may contribute to what in ancient Greece was 
regarded as a 'fine death .' ccclxxxiv These folkloristic practices, 
however, also constitute what maybe termed an 'overlap' of the world 
of culture into the world of nature, a superstitious means of 
effacing the sharpness of the transition from one to the other, for 
the purposes both of honouring the deceased and of imbuing death with 
those desirable connotations which it needed in order not to be 
feared by the soldiers of the ancient Greek city states. On the other 
hand there is also and overlap of the world of nature into the world 
of culture which is so manifest in the awe of death that death is 
ever-present even when it does not actually occur . ccclxxxv Before the 
background of these 
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preliminary observations the similarities and differences between 
conceptions of death at Hegel's time and in the era of Thebes assume 
added meaning which allows the contrast between death and burial to 
be brought out more clearly. Antigone's anticipation of her 
prospective death was quite free from any burden of anxiety, and thus 
her attitude to death was *a basic, almost "natural" . . . [one, an 
attitude] . . . which was "almost unchanged for thousands of years 
a naive and spontaneous acceptance of destiny and 
nature" ■* ccclxxxvi j_ n which she was strengthened by her faith because 
she said: x . . . I shall have to spend more time pleasing those below 
than those here, for there I shall lie for ever . ' ccclxxxv11 (And even 
her later horror at her imminent entombment arises not so much from 
fear of her own fate but rather from her notion that through her death 
before the due term of . . . [her] . . . life has come' ccclxxxv111 an 
opportunity for the procreation of new life is forfeited.) But it 
is her faith also that assigns to her the duty to respond piously 
to the death of her brothers, it assigns to her the burial of 
Polynices 



circumstance of the considerable disparities between the religious 
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life in the Thebes of Antigone, in which the heritage of paganism 
was still discernible, and the Christian religious culture of 
Hegel's day. Nonetheless, it is possible to make some sense of the 
bearing which religious sentiments had on political values in 
ancient Greece and even of how this could be appreciated from a 
different religious perspective, since there are indeed significant 
affinities between the intellectual conceptualisation of religion 
(notwithstanding the profound differences in the subjective 
experience of it) in ancient Greece and the manner in which the 
eighteenth century philosophes engaged with this theme. 



are which he does not recognise when it is propounded by Antigone 

Creon, however, while 

negative freedom 
particularity 
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duty 
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. . . In the case of Hegel, who thus characterised the play, hi 
analysis of society in his own period has sedimented into hi 
interpretation there is of course (as has already been indicate 
earlier) a backward projection of his impressions 
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thus, of course 
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Ideological Distortions Through Time of the Concepts of 
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Religion, Law, Morality, Honour and Gender ccclxxxix Antigone allowed 
Hegel to demonstrate that the state lives through its idea and falls 
through insufficient (or - as is perhaps the case with 
Creon - reluctant) comprehension of its purpose by those who 
represent it (and hence Hegel distinguishes between particular 
states in history which are transient like the whims of their 
fallible representatives and the model of the ideal state which can 
only be approximated) . 



Rather, God's wisdom expressed itself in the organisation of the 
family, in the natural duties of parents and children, of husband 
and wife, and of brother and sister towards one another, and in the 
equal and impartial love of family members for each other. On earth, 
therefore, the family, as the state's regenerative resource, is also 
the ultimate locus of its sovereignty. Consequently, since 
sovereignty does not reside in an individual - nor indeed in the 
family as such - but in the divinely ordained yet rational operation 
of the principle of balance between the family and the state, the 
family is not only a physical pillar of the political order but it 
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is also a force of idealism which bears on the reasoning of 
government and tempers the utilitarian imperatives to which it might 
otherwise submit. Only through this provident ordering of 
competitive and hence potentially conflicting forces in the state 
can it be endowed with genuine legitimacy, that is, legitimacy which 
is not derived from an individual and which, precisely because of 
this, enables the state to be a vehicle for the actualisation of the 
individual's destiny. 
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Thebes : Political Idyll or Inchoate Synthesis of Nature and Culture? 
Historical Background and Philosophical Justification of Hegel's 
Tributes to Ancient Greece 

In having witnessed the disintegration of the Soviet empire and the 
evaporation of the ideology that has held it together, the present 
generation may be privy to a revelation of truths as epochal as those 
which have made feudalism untenable two centuries ago. It is 
intriguing that Hegel should have posthumously inspired the 
interpretation of these recent developments - the ^unabashed 
victory of . . . liberalism' (albeit by default of the contending 
ideology) - as corroboration of the thesis that history has ended 
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with the truths of 1789. It is the very essence of Hegel's conception 
of history that it is a dialectical process which yields absolute 
knowledge not by perfecting ideology cccxc but by transcending it. 
Hegel's ^poignant, painful longing' CCCXC1 for the Greece of 
Sophocles' Antigone, as an approximation of an ideal political 
system where Apolitical liberty and religious faith [are] 
concordant ,' CCCXC11 arises out of his perspective on history as an 
open-ended succession of stages of emancipation from ideology. And 
when Hegel wrote - at about the time of the Battle of Jena (the event 
which one modern philosopher designated as the watershed between the 
period of Ahistory' and the period which 
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succeeded it) - his sentiment arose out of his acute perception that 
the spirit of 'rationality' and 'progress' (as propagated by Henri 
Comte de Saint-Simon and his followers) to which Christian orthodoxy 
had given way was merely a new corruption of divinely inspired ideas 
for sectional political ends just as the latter had been. 

In Hegel's perception the political order of the Thebes of Antigone 
shared with pre-revolutionary France the potential for a fruitful 
development along the teleological path which he projected and on 
whose course human knowledge would be furthered. Whereas in 
pre-revolutionary France the actualisation of God's purpose on 
earth was foiled by the aristocracy' s ruthless usurpation of power 
and its manipulation of Christian teaching for the purpose of 
entrenching the feudal hierarchisation of society, Thebes inspired 
Hegel in that its order suggested the perfect balance between the 
state and the Kingdom of God, between culture and nature, between 
civil law and divine law, and - more generally - in that it suggested 
the constructive complementarity of seemingly disparate moments, 
which was the essence of his philosophy. Just as for one modern 
philosopher there was a continuity between Romanoff and Lenin in 
that both clung to an atavistic form of statism, CCCXC111 there was for 
Hegel a different but equally significant continuity between the 
Ancien Regime and the new order that issued from the revolution: Both 
harnessed a 'mere belief ' CCCXC1V in ideologically distorted ideas, 
that is, in religion and an idealised future 
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respectively, in their pursuit of legitimacy. Both orders therefore 
were partial - they existed in and were interpreted by human 
consciousness alone. Because profane political opportunism was the 
underlying principle before and after 1789, the utilitarian current 
which thus conjoined the outgoing monarchy and the incoming new 
government belied the political advance that it purported to have 
achieved. 

Thebes could serve Hegel as a model of a state where worldly 
sovereignty was limited in its potential claims and scope by resting 
on pillars of legitimacy which were outside itself, because there 
God did not rule the state through someone who was seen as his 
divinely sanctioned representative. Rather, God's wisdom expressed 
itself in the organisation of the family, in the natural duties of 
parents and children, husband and wife, and brother and sister 
towards one another, and in the equal and impartial love of family 
members for each other. On earth, therefore, the family, as the 
state's regenerative resource, is also the ultimate locus of its 
sovereignty. Consequently, since sovereignty does not reside in an 
individual - nor indeed in the family as such - but in the divinely 
ordained yet rational operation of the principle of balance between 
the family and the state, the family is not only a physical pillar 
of the political order but also a force of idealism which bears on 
the reasoning of government and tempers the utilitarian imperatives 
to which it might otherwise submit. Only through this provident 
ordering of competitive and hence potentially conflicting forces in 
the state can it be endowed with genuine legitimacy, that is, 
legitimacy which is not derived from an individual and which, 
precisely because of this, enables the state to be a vehicle for the 
actualisation of the individual's destiny. 
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Thebes : Political Idyll or Inchoate Synthesis of Nature and Culture? 
Historical Background and Philosophical Justification of Hegel's 
Tributes to Ancient Greece 

In having witnessed the disintegration of the Soviet empire and the 
evaporation of the ideology that has held it together, the present 
generation may be privy to a revelation of truths as epochal as those 
which have made feudalism untenable two centuries ago. It is 
intriguing that Hegel should have posthumously inspired the 
interpretation of these recent developments - the ' unabashed 
victory of . . . liberalism ' (albeit by default of the contending 
ideology) - as corroboration of the thesis that history has ended 
with the truths of 1789. It is the very essence of Hegel ' s conception 
of history that it is a dialectical process which yields absolute 
knowledge not by perfecting ideology cccxcv but by transcending it. 

Hegel ' s ' poignant, painful longing ' CCCXCV1 for the Greece of 

Sophocles ' Antigone, as an approximation of an ideal political 
system where ' political liberty and religious faith [are] 
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concordant, ' CCCXCV11 arises out of his perspective on history as an 
open-ended succession of stages of emancipation from ideology. And 
when Hegel wrote - at about the time of the Battle of Jena (the event 
which one modern philosopher designated as the watershed between the 
period of ' history ' and the period which succeeded it) - his 
sentiment arose out of his acute perception that the spirit of 
' rationality ' and ' progress ' (as propagated by Henri Comte de 
Saint-Simon and his followers) to which Christian orthodoxy had 
given way was merely a new corruption of divinely inspired ideas for 
sectional political ends just as the latter had been. 

In Hegel ' s perception the political order of the Thebes of Antigone 
shared with pre-revolutionary France the potential for a fruitful 
development along the teleological path which he projected and on 
whose course human knowledge would be furthered. Whereas in 
pre-revolutionary France the actualisation of God ' s purpose on 
earth was foiled by the aristocracy ' s ruthless usurpation of power 
and its manipulation of Christian teaching for the purpose of 
entrenching the feudal hierarchisation of society, Thebes inspired 
Hegel in that its order suggested the perfect balance between the 
state and the Kingdom of God, between culture and nature, between 
civil law and divine law, and - more generally - in that it suggested 
the constructive complementarity of seemingly disparate moments, 
which was the essence of his philosophy. Just as for one modern 
philosopher there was a continuity between Romanoff and Lenin in 
that both clung to an atavistic form of statism, CCCKCV111 there was 
for Hegel a different but equally significant continuity between the 
Ancien Regime and the new order that issued from the revolution: Both 
harnessed a ' mere belief CCCXC1X in ideologically distorted ideas, 
that is, in religion and an idealised future respectively, in their 
pursuit of legitimacy. Both orders therefore were partial - they 
existed in and were interpreted by human consciousness alone. 
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Because profane political opportunism was the underlying principle 
before and after 1789, the utilitarian current which thus conjoined 
the outgoing monarchy and the incoming new government belied the 
political advance that it purported to have achieved. 

Thebes could serve Hegel as a model of a state where worldly 
sovereignty was limited in its potential claims and scope by resting 
on pillars of legitimacy which were outside itself, because there 
God did not rule the state through someone who was seen as his 
divinely sanctioned representative . Rather, God , s wisdom expressed 
itself in the organisation of the family, in the natural duties of 
parents and children, husband and wife, and brother and sister 
towards one another, and in the equal and impartial love of family 
members for each other. On earth, therefore, the family, as the 
state' s regenerative resource, is also the ultimate locus of its 
sovereignty. Consequently, since sovereignty does not reside in an 
individual - nor indeed in the family as such - but in the divinely 
ordained yet rational operation of the principle of balance between 
the family and the state, the family is not only a physical pillar 
of the political order but also a force of idealism which bears on 
the reasoning of government and tempers the utilitarian imperatives 
to which it might otherwise submit. Only through this provident 
ordering of competitive and hence potentially conflicting forces in 
the state can it be endowed with genuine legitimacy, that is, 
legitimacy which is not derived from an individual and which, 
precisely because of this, enables the state to be a vehicle for the 
actualisation of the individual ' s destiny. 
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An Exploration of Hegel ' s Approach to Sophocles ' Antigone 
[heading] 

Hegel ' s interpretation of Sophocles ' Antigone is of interest in as 
far as it helps to make his perspectives on the state, on law, on 
religion, and on morality more accessible than they are when they 
are analysed without the illustrative aid of this ancient play. Yet, 
since Hegel mentions Antigone only twice in The Phenomenology of 
Spirit, his views on those important aspects of man ' s political 
existence which he considered to be corroborated by the play 
actually have to be inferred from his general narrative in The 
Phenomenology of Spirit and from the historical context in which 
Hegel worked. The Phenomenology of Spirit was first published in 
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1807, eighteen years after the French Revolution, which Hegel 
experienced during his student years in Germany. This epochal event 
was significant for Hegel and other philosophers of the period in 
that it vindicated new ideas about politics and the state that had 
already gestated for some decades and which, rather than the 
revolution itself, inspired a new outlook on society and on man ' s 
purpose. The principal sentiments of this new outlook were 

' rationality ' and ' progress, ' and the circumstance that they 
generally came to be indentified with Henri Comte de Saint-Simon 
rather than with Hegel can be partly explained with the difficulties 
of comprehension which Hegel ' s writing posed even for German 
academics and which of course it posed more so still for thinkers 
in France and other European countries in which the effects of the 
French Revolution were felt. Another reason, however, for Hegel ' s_ 
lesser initial influence is that he, unlike Saint-Simon, did not 
turn against religion as such, but only against Christian orthodoxy 
and against the corruption of religion for ends of unjust government 

(as experienced by France prior to the revolution) . Religion itself 
was to Hegel a vital autonomous and contructive force in the shaping 
of man ' s political destiny, and in this respect his thinking was out 
of step with the vogue of his age to see religion as incompatible 
with rationality. Hegel also was not in tune with his contemporaries 
in seeking wisdom in the past rather than in an idealised future. 

[heading] 

Ancient Greece, as represented in Antigone by the state of Thebes, 
approximated in Hegel ' s view an ideal political system, because it 
was a political system where ' political liberty and religious faith 
[were] concordant. ' cd The circumstance that this interpretation of 
the play is in apparent contradiction to its plot is essential to 
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an understanding of Hegel ' s model of the attainment of absolute 
knowledge by a process of reasoning that navigates through seemingly 
opposed propositions which however are partial truths which can be 
reconciled in a synthesis when they are recognised as such. In 
Hegel ' s conception of the state it functions outwardly as the 
principal vehicle of history and inwardly as the appropriate setting 
for the pursuit by individuals of their creative self-fulfilment. 
The ability of humans to reason and to be conscious of themselves 
sets them apart from nature. It is an ability which entails an 
ominous choice between innocence, as a state of unity with nature. cdl 
on the one hand and ' culture ' on the other hand. c 11 Hegel interprets 
innocence as an illusory condition for human beings which, just as 
morality, can only be partly attained because human 
self-realisation becomes meaningful only in the context of a public 
world. cdl11 But because of this there is also an aspect of 
contradiction in the assumption of human innocence, since 
' innocence ' derives its normative value only from the discourse by 
which meaning is conveyed in the world of ' culture . ' However, while 
the world of ' culture ' can serve to give the concept of innocence 
an identity, it cannot provide the conditions for the state of 
innocence, because this can exist only in nature from which the world 
of ' culture ' is set apart both logically and by practical necessity. 
Hegel therefore implies in his argument that there is a compulsion 
for humans to organise themselves politically and hence advocates 
the state as a form of political organisation which can potentially 
achieve the synthesis of individual aspirations and public 
' rationality. ' In his ' poignant, painful longing ' c 1V for the 
political example of the ancient Greek city states, symbolised in 
Sophocles play by Thebes, Hegel emphasised the capacity of the 
state, by virtue of its logical structure, to harness human reason 
and guide it to this happy synthesis. It is in this mission of the 
state in which God realises his will on earth and through which the 
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state reveals to its subjects the plot of history in which they 
partake in keeping with God ' s design. Only through a responsible 
civic consciousness, therefore, can individuals acquire the 
judgement required to distinguish between good and evil and hence 
achieve genuine moral insight. The sentimental idealisation of 
' innocence ' therefore bears within it a moral vanity and selfishness 
which makes it akin to the popular conception of morality as being 
a kind of poor man ' s virtue, that is, the ' virtue ' of acquiescence 
to the status quo by those who have no alternative. It is therefore 
a ' virtue ' which is inherently subversive of the state and which thus 
tends to offend God ' s purpose. This popular conception of morality 
and Hegel ' s conception of morality are thus in the character of an 
antonymous pair. 

In addition to these philosophical foundations, the state also needs 
to be supported by a physical pillar: The family. Hegel sees the 
family as the physical nucleus of the state and as the mirror in which 
the state can see the Kingdom of God as its reflection in heaven. 
The family therefore is an entity that belongs into two worlds and 
makes them complementary. The triadic pattern which permeates 
Hegel ' s thinking, having served to symbolically sever the umbilical 
cord that joined man to nature, thus reappears in Hegel ' s image of 
the family and its relationship with the state. In the family, the 
woman has a central role, whether as wife, mother or sister. As a 
wife she has the power to undermine the public standing of statesmen 
and hence the institution of the state as such. In Sophocles ' play 
the consequential effect of the proposed punishment for Antigone on 
Haemon erodes Creon ' s authority as the people are touched by 
Haemon ' s probable fate of losing his fiance. At the end of the play 
Euryidce ' s suicide leads to Creon ' s total isolation and final ruin. 
Eurydice symbolised to the people that Creon, even as the ruler of 
Thebes, could not be above his obligations to the family in general 
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and to this own family in particular. The family gives the state its 
citizens, it nurtures its soldiers, and it cares for those who have 
become unproductive; Creon ' s family, as the first family in state 
was the one with which not only he fell but with which the polity 
also fell, and this power of the family demonstrates its dependent 
and yet antithetical relationship with the state. To Creon, in turn, 
his wife Eurydice was the personification of his own physical 
connection with nature and, through nature, with God. Through 
Eurydice Creon could have known that his Aris & Phillobligations 
to the state, to the family and to God were related and only seemed 
to conflict in consequence of being only partially comprehended. 

A similar apparent conflict presents itself to Antigone and her 
sister Ismene 



Of Creon, given his position as the head of the state of Thebes, the 
insight into the 



By moreover destroying the inchoate familial bond between his son 
and Antigone Creon deprived the state of the future citizens who may 
have come from the union between Haemon and Antigone, and in doing 
so he showed himself unworthy of the loyalty and of the love of his 
own family. 

Tragic conflict is ... a conflict between two planes 
of being which one of those who acts regards as 
valueless, but which is recognised by others. cdv 
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Antigone ' s predicament, by comparison, emphasises different 
aspects of the nature and of the role of the family. Unlike Creon, 
whose actions are determined by his public office (and his own 
conscientiousness in discharging his civic duties) , Anitone ' s_ 
initial role is that of a free moral agent who can follow the dictate 
of conscience in deciding whether or not to obey the law. Only when 
she resolves to buty her brother ' s corpse and to do so in defiance 
of Creon ' s edict does Antigone assume the role in the family that 
is assigned to her by divine law. However, her sister Ismene ' s action 
suggests that Antigone, like Ismene, is acting of her own volition 
and without illusion about the consequences. But once Antigone has 
accepted her familial duty as a sister towards her cedeased brother 
she comes to represent the realm of the family and she fated to suffer 
as an individual the consequence of its opposition to the state. Her 
eventual death, like Creon ' s ruin, is a sacrifice for the advance 
towards absolute knowledge that is achi Aris & Philler side of 
history, by the confrontation between the two planes of being to 
which the family and the state belong. 

Hegel argues that death is a state of being whereas life is a state 
of action. The family ' s concern is the transition of humans from the 
world of being in to the world of action and vice versa. As the family 
exists within the parameters of civil law, the state is its 
' mother ' cdvi and is on account of this owed obedience by those whom 
the family has prepared for their civic role. As the state ' s claim 
on the obedience of Polynices has not been settled, its endeavour 
to seek some kind of redress is legitimate in principle. However, 
as Polynices, through his death, has already returned to the realm 
of the family, the state turns on Antigone who through her own choice 
and having already buried Polynices ' corpse has perfromed her role 
of taking charge of the transition of a family member from the state 
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of action to the state of being. The consequent collision between 
the wills of Antigone and Creon is one that admits of interpretation 
in terms of a collision between male and female, each of which, 
again, represent partial but complementary manifestations of 
knowledge . 

As has already been noted, religion is a crucial pillar in Hegel ' s_ 
conception of knowledge. Like philosophy, religion both contains 
knowledge and is knowledge, but the knowledge of religion is 
obscured by religious symbolism whereas the knowledge of philosophy 
is plain and immediate. Moreover, the knowledge of religion is 
knowledge that is not fully recognised as such in human 
consciousness, because for the human mind to be conscious of 
knowledge it has to know itself as spirit, that is, as the 
manifestation of God ' s purpose on earth and, in fact, as a partial 
manifestation of the spirit of God itself. Aris & Phill view of God 
was not pantheistic because he conceived of God as spirit and of the 
human and the natural environment as spirit and matter. ; In a number 
of ways, the status and the perception of religion and of the gods 
in ancient Greece differed quite considerably from the idealised 
image of Christianity which inspired Hegel. Nonetheless, Hegel ' s_ 
views on the philosophical potential of the Christian religion 
provice some cues on his reasoning in the interpretation of 
Antigone. Hegel ' s concern with misconceptions about the nature of 
religion and about its indepsinsability as a means to the attainment 
of absolute knowledge stem from the historical conditions in the 
eighteenth century, that is, when the political power of the 
ecclesiastical establishment was at its prime and when, because of 
this, religion per se came to be challenged by the philosophes who 
sought to put rationality in its place. Hegel thus argued that 
political opportunism, that is, the desire of the privileged to 
perpetuate the feudal order, accounts for the bond betwen religion 
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and politics in that era, and political opportunism, again is at the 
root of the subsequent attack, under the banner of rationality, on 
religion by the philosophes because the latter were the intellectual 
mouthpiece of the rising bourgeoisie which sought to topple the 
monarchy and to constitute the government itself .Thus both before 
and after the French Revolution, the image of the separation of 
politics and religion is used deceptively for the benf it of sections 
of society only. This not to say that the separation of politics and 
religion is itself false, either in the sense that it does not exist 
or that it ought not to exist. Rather, the separation which is 
pretended is a trivial one, whereas the true separation which does 
exist (ought to exist) is suppressed, to the ultimate detriment, 
both spiritually and materially, of the state ' s citizens. It is the 
utilitarian current, which is hence present in both feud Aris & 
Phillal images of the role of religion in the political order, which 
Hegel seeks to banish from his model of the relationship between 
religion and the state, and ancient Greece was to him an example of 
political organisation in which religion and politics were separate 
and truly autonomous ethical orders which, as such, could 
constructively complement one another. The conflict which did arise 
between religion and the stae arose not because of inherent 
shortcomings in the model of ite interaction of these separate 
ethical orders, but because of moral and intellectual shortcomings 
on the part of the protagonists and because of the nature of religion 
at the time, which, in a number of respects, was fallible, not 
dependable, ' worldly ' - could be probed / manipulated. 



Sophocles ' s Antigone was for Hegel both a piece of testimony to the 
merits of an ancient political order and a work in which his theses 
on issues of law, religion, the family and other pivotal political 
forces were illustrated. Hegel saw history as a process in which 
Reason was progressively realised, cdv11 and this progressive 
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realisation of reason, in turn, was the mission of the state as the 
principal vehicle and agent of history. But for the state to fulfil 
this role, its internal organisation had to be one in which there 
was a rational balance between divine law and civil law, a balance 
that allowed each body of law to function and to complement the other 
without encroaching upon it. For although civil law is derived from 
the Scriptures and hence has areligious origin which can justify its 
claim to obedience, witin the state its claim to obedience is 
absolute and independent of religious sanction. The legitimacy of 
the civic law in its day to day application is given by its 
universality, that is, by the fact that it extends to the greatest 
number of subjects and therefore subsumes other systems of law which 
govern the ineraction Aris & Phillips in the state. Thus the duties 
which family members have towards one another and which are assigned 
to them by divine law assume the character of civil rather than of 
divine duties in the polity in so far as the state normally 
integrates these duties into its worldly system of rights. In doing 
so the state does not arrogate to itself the right to administrate 
and to enforce - and therefore, by implication, to override - divine 
law, but, on the contrary, it defers to divine law as it governs 
family relations in recognition of the family ' s civic function as 
the nucleus of the political realm. Furthermore, the principel of 
law is one that can be meaningful only in the setting of a polity; 
in the Scriptures, the Kingdom of God is therefore the parallel to 
the civil state, and on earth even divine law can be realised only 
by worldly means. It is therefore possible to speak of a subtle but 
fruitful interplay between civil law and divine law in the state in 
that the spirit of divine law has a discernible though 
unquantif iable influence on legislation. Whereas in eighteenth 
century France the polity collapsed on account of a corrupt 
interpretation of divine law (and this analysis probably reinforced 
- or at least is consistent with Hegel ' s view of Christian religion 
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as harbouring absolute knowledge) , the confrontation between 
Antigone and Creon in ancient Thebes is of an altogether different 
and - in spite of its detrimental consequences for the individuals 
involved - ultimately positive outcome in the sense that it 
represented an advance towards absolute knowledge. In his 
interpretation of Antigone Hegel is not concerned with the virtue 
or the culpability of Antigone and Creon as individuals; what is 
important to Hegel is that Antigone and Creon are representatives 
of different ethical orders, the family and the state, and it is as 
much Antigone ' s duty to administer the rituals of the family which 
are prescribed by divine law to her close relatives as it is Creon ' £3 
duty to Aris & Phillips of the state which he represents in his 
person. Because of this there arises a supervidially obvious and 
inevitable convlict between Antigone and Creon about the corpse of 
Polynices to which both have an apparently legitimate claim: 
Antigone as the sister of the deceased and Creon as the 
personification of Polynices ' s object of betrayal, the state of 
Thebes. At this obvious level of the confrontation between Antigone 
and Creon, their moral fallibility is not an issue, and the 
seemingly conflicting demands of divine law and civil law are also 
not of principal significane here. Rather, the tru dilemma of the 
situation is the evident irreconcilability between the desires of 
an individual which have a prima facie quality of reasonableness and 
the collective will of Thebes which its ruler Creon is required to 
express and to enforce. Antigone ' s quest for the burial of her 
brother and her owen preparedness for sacrifice in the pursuit of 
this objective arouses sympathy with her stance and with her person, 
a fact which makes Antigone ' s challenge to the state more 
formidable. But Creon ' s principled and unfaltering dedication to 
his purpose and duty as the head of the state of Thebes at a time 
when he is beset from many quarters by emotional pleas to yield also 
commands respect. In Hegel ' s view, the failure to resolve such a 
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fundamental conf luct between a private will and the public will must 
result in an erosion of the authority of the laws and therewith in 
the weakening and possible collapse of the state. For the individual 
such extreme authomy leads to purposelessness and ultimate defeat 
in that the individual ' s original purpose is meaningful and 
realisable only through the state and in the setting of the state. 
If the individual sets out to attain his objective against the state 
he necessarily places himself outside the parameters of civil 
society within which rituals such as the burial of a deceased 
relative have moral significance, and hence his action becomes 
sensel Aris & Phillive. But although both Antigone and Creon are 
destroyed as individuals in their confrontation with one another, 
the conflict as such is fruitful in so far as it follows the 
' Hegelian ' progression of thesis, antithesis and synthesis. The 
synthesis contains within it knowledge that was already contained 
in the thesis and the antithesis but whcih there was 
self-contradictory and therefore not recognised as valid truth. The 
synthesis thus achieves a higher order of knowledge by rising above 
the superficial incompatibility of the thesis and the antithesis. 
In the context of Antigone the conclusion that is therefore to be 
drawn is that the dichotomy between divine law and civil law is 
artificial and hence invalid, and both Antigone and Creon had to be 
sacrificed to make hits wisdom evident to a later generation. This 
interpretation assumes the purity of Antigone ' s and Creon ' s_ 
motives. Elements of Antigone ' s and Creon ' s actions, however, which 
show that they are not solely inspired by the requirements of the 
ethical order which they represent allow alternative and additional 
interpretations of the play in which other elements of Hegel ' s_ 
philsophy can be emphasised. In Hegel ' s conception, law does not 
deirve its force and legitimacy from the comprehension or approval 
of it by those to whom it applies, and this is true for both divine 
law and civil law. The fact, therefore, that Antigone and Creon make 
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a number of attempts to interpret the law in order to show to their 
opponent that they are right, not just morally but legally, in their 
course of action is ironical. Once could take this to be a mere 
embellishment of the plot of the play if there was not also a further 
significance in Antigone ' s and Creon ' s reasoned appeals to ' the law ' 
as the justification for their action. Since to Hegel the subjects 
of the law need not understand it in order to be bound by it, efforts 
to lend weight to the law by emphasising its rationale through Aris 
& Phi 11 the possibility of the opposite, that is, that the 
applicability of the law might be arbitrarily diminished by similar 
argument which pruports to show that the law does not make sense. 
Hegel refers to this idea as the ' blasphemy of knowing, ' a condition 
which adds a kind of qualifying complexity to the actions of Antigone 
and Creon. This is so because, in as far as Antigone and Creon 
presumptuously place themselves on a par with the law, c V111 they draw 
attention to other elements of their personality and their 
motivation and thereby to aspects of honour, morality, pride and 
custom. Although Antigone ' s principal claim for the legitimacy of 
her action is her conviction that divine law sanctions the burial 
of a close relative, it is clear throughout the play that she at the 
same time shows herself disrespectful of divine law. Already in her 
first appearance she laments her predicament as one of the evils that 
stem from Oedipus and which has hence unjustly befallen her. Later 
she persists in her determination to violate Creon ' s ruling by 
burying her brother although she then already knows that her action 
will bring about her own death and possibly that of others too, a 
consequence which divine law would not justify. As it is virtually 
certain that she will be defeated not only in her quest for the burial 
of her brother but beyond that in her endeavour to portray herself 
as pietous as well, and because of her proud and wilful behaviour 
also in the function in in the family assigned to her as a woman by 
divine law, it moreover becomes clear that her preoccupation with 
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defying Creon as an individual subsequently becomes her principal 
motive and before this background her appeal, to the chorus, for 
sympathy on the hasis of her obedience to divine law comes to Aris 
& Phillous. Creon, by comparison, although claiming to uphold civil 
law at the same time claims to have divine authority, but then he 
also shows fear of being seen as a liar by the people and being 
defeated by a woman. These observations necessarily raise questions 
about the nature of morality and its admissibility to and possible 
bearing on the relationship between the individual and the state as 
well as perhaps as a concept with heuristic qualities in analyses 
of the relationship between divine law and civil law. Sophocles ' [ s ] 
play makes apparent a significant contrast between a popular 
conception of morality and a more solid and genuine morality based 
on an informed consceince. Whereas the former kind of morality is 
one that exists in the self-image of its bearer through a combination 
of ' common sense, ' equivocation of ignorance and innocence, and the 
acceptance of defeat by higher powers, the latter kind of morality 
is a state in which the sentimental idea of innocence has been 
recognised as one that has not place in civil society. As Hegel 
interprets innocence as a condition of being at one with nature, of 
not having passed from nature into civil society, Antigone ' s_ 
pretence of innocence is essentially either fallacious or deceptive 
or opportunistic. 
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Chorus Of so many marvelous things, nothing 
Is more wonderful than man; he crosses the foamy sea 
In the south wind, navigating its depths and crests; 
And the mother of gods, the sovereign Earth, immortal, 
Inexhaustible, year after year he takes his plow 
And furrows her with horse and mule. 

Sophocles, Antigone, lines 332 [ ]-[ ]341 

quoted in Macrone, Michael, It ' s Greek to Me! Brush up your Classics, 

Pavilion Books, London, 1991, page 118 
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In Periclean Athens there was only a politicisation of art without 
an aestheticisation of politics 

Vebl en 

Romanticism 

Archilochus 

Ovid: in Thebes nature imitated art without 
also becomes clear that as this only explains 

And it is no mere happenstance that just when this development, with 
the advent of Rationality in the eighteenth century, had taken its 
full course, and not before, the ancient 'concordance of faith and 
reason' came to be nostalgically mourned. It was precisely the 
corrup 
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context within which to situate its in another form that make its 
transition into modernity by retaining for itself, in another form 
that tributary of (and other through the indirect again, . 



nectarNone lustedwhen it was on the verge of the political greatness 
that it was to aggain, sought the blessing of its own distant past, 
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which was beyond history, for the glory for which it then already 
. . . considered its then already almost tangible destiny, and the 
glory which was associated with it, to be blessed by virtue of its 
relatively greater affinity with Rome's distant, pre-historical 
past than with the present. 

Crypto-Christians 

And this, of course, was the beginning of the (at least apparent) 
erosion of the authority of metaphysics, which some generations 
later could manifest itself in the unbridled irrationalism of 
Nietzsche and Rilke, 0 for example, but which in Hegel's lifetime - 
in which the cultural heritage of antiquity had a more than just 
sentimental hold on the social elite's imagination for as long as 
the greatness of classical Rome's power had a continuing, albeit 
increasingly nominal, political reality in the form of the Holy 
Roman Empire 0 - still had to be harnessed and directed 
intellectually. Rationalism, Reason and logical positivism 
therefore, which were all the ideological embodiments of the 
increasingly impatient and ultimately violent rejection of the 
x judgement of time' - in other words: of history - and therefore of 
faith, since religion asserts its validity with reference to the 
glory of saints in times immemorial, had to serve the rising 
bourgeoisie of the late eighteenth century as the philosophical 
auxiliary, or alibi, by which it could make its own enfranchisement 
palatable initially to those from whom it wrested political power 
and subsequently to those whom it then excluded from its own hardwon 
privileges in that process of the nineteenth century (or - for a lack 
of an organised policy in its support - it should rather be called 
^tendency') which has appropriately been seen as one of 
re-f eudalisation . The simultaneous current of Romanticism, whose 
momentum also was augmented by the disaffection with feudalism of 
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the economically and intellectually buoyant new class (the 
bourgeoisie) , though it was so patently different and indeed 
evidently opposed to the ideal of Reason, nonetheless shared with 
it a common foundation in the spirit of the Enlightenment, which 
sought to excoriate the present from the life-denying patina of the 
past: as much as Reason, in keeping with its purported affiliation 
with Fact rather than with Feeling, sought to emancipate the natural 
sciences from the overlordship of metaphysics in order to make them 
a pillar of its political enterprise, so Romanticism elevated the 
Self and the Present . . . 
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